



Visitors to Wudang, if they are lucky, will 
see masters practicing kung fu on the 
roofs of the halls. Page 16 
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Volunteer 
leaching 
project fuels 
popularity of 
studying 
Putonghua 


There are currently over 100 million people using or learning Chinese outside China, and over 100 countries offer Chinese classes 
in various educational institutions. Photo by Photocome 


HSK 


The Chinese Proficiency 
Test, or Hanyu Shuiping 
Kaoshi (HSK), is the national 
standardized test designed 
and developed by the HSK 
Center of Beijing Language 
and Culture University to 
evaluate the Chinese 
proficiency of non-native 
Chinese speakers (including 
foreigners, overseas Chinese 
and people from Chinese 


national minorities). HSK is 
divided into three categories: 
beginning level (HSK Basic), 
elementary to intermediate 
level (HSK Elementary- 
Intermediate), and advanced 
level (HSK Advanced). HSK is 
held regularly in China and in 
other countries each year and 
HSK certificates are issued 
to those who meet required 
scores. 


and institutions in Indonesia 
plan to open Chinese classes. 
“There is no way that we can 
meet such a huge demand if we 
rely solely on the government, 
therefore establishing a long- 
term volunteer project became 
a must,” said Cao. 

NOTCFL started experiment- 
ing with dispatching volunteer 
Chinese teachers last year. In 
response to requests from the 
Philippines and Thailand, 42 
volunteers from Fujian Normal 
University and Yunnan Normal 
University were sent to those 
two countries. After ten months 
on the job, those first envoys re- 
turned to China this month. 
Qualifications 

The basic qualifications for 
the volunteers are clearly stated 
in the Regulations on Imple- 
menting the International Chi- 
nese Teacher Volunteer Project. 
First, they must be Chinese citi- 
zens, healthy, and under the age 
of 65; Second, they should be de- 
voted to teaching Chinese as a 
foreign language and be enthusi- 
astic regarding volunteer work; 


Third, they should be of good 
character, with no criminal re- 
cord; Fourth, they should have 
majored and hold a diploma or 
degree in teaching Chinese as a 
foreign language, Chinese, histo- 
ry, philosophy, education method- 
ology, a foreign language, political 
science, psychology, law or social 
science, or be a retired university, 
middle school or primary school 
teacher with a relevant diploma 
or degree; Fifth, they must speak 
putonghua (mandarin). 

Moreover, applicants should 
acquire a certain knowledge of a 
foreign language, not necessarily 
that of the destination country. 
The term of employment ranges 
from six months to two years, 
and the standard monthly allow- 
ance per person is $400 dollars. 

Anyone interested in teach- 
ing abroad as a volunteer should 
register on NOTCFL’s website: 
ww w.hanban .edu.cn. 

NOTCFL has established the 
International Chinese Teachers 
Volunteer Center to handle recruit- 
ment, dispatch, budgets, contracts 
with target countries as well as 


a two-week training course before 
the volunteers are sent off to the 
destination countries. 

Yan Meihua, director of NOTC- 
FL, told press last Thursday 
that demand for Chinese teachers 
is enormous. Malaysia currently 
needs 90,000 Chinese teachers, 
and Indonesia 100,000. However, 
“the number of teachers dis- 
patched depends on the bilateral 
negotiation between China and 
the relevant country, also on the 
government’s financial support. 
Therefore donations to the project 
are warmly welcomed,” he said. 

Currently, China has signed 
contracts with countries includ- 
ing Mauritius, the Philippines, 
Indonesia and Mexico. Last year, 
19 teachers were sent to the Phil- 
ippines, and a contract to pro- 
vide a further 300 teachers has 
been signed. “We need to gradu- 
ally accumulate experience and 
slowly develop the project in or- 
der to make a positive impact 
worldwide,” said Zhang. 

Public enthusiasm 

Following media coverage of 
the press conference last Thurs- 
day, NOTCFL’s phones ran hot, 
and the office saw a steady 
stream of visitors, asking ques- 
tions such as “Can I be dis- 
patched next month?” or “My 
daughter is in the United States, 
can I be sent there?” 

While the office welcomes the 
enthusiasm with which the proj- 
ect has been met, there seem to 
be a few misunderstandings. Five 
days after the press conference, 
NOTCFL issued another an- 
nouncement addressing the most 
frequently asked questions. 

First of all, online registration 
is the only way to apply. The vol- 


unteer center will select qualified 
applicants for the first round and 
save them in its database. These 
applicants will receive an interview 
notice within two years. There will 
be no immediate overseas postings. 
Currently the destination coun- 
tries are mainly neighboring de- 
veloping countries, where Chinese 
teachers are in great demand. 

Vice minister of education 
Zhang Xinsheng noted that the 
significance of the volunteer 
teacher project is far-reaching. 
Not only will it help promote 
the use of Chinese and Chinese 
culture and philosophy, it will 
also ease the great demand for 
Chinese teachers, help raise the 
standard of overseas teaching, 
while at the same time widen 
the range of employment oppor- 
tunities for university graduates. 
“University graduates with BA 
degrees will be a key resource of 
the project,” he said. 


Why learn Chinese? 

While the soaring interest in 
studying Chinese is no doubt 
primarily due to the country’s 
surging economy, cultural depth 
might be listed as the second key 
motive. Associate professor Lisa 
Norton from the Department of 
Sculpture of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, is one of the enthusias- 
tic students of Chinese. 

Explaining her reason for 
starting Chinese lessons one and 
a half years ago, Norton says it 
was because she wanted to come 
to China to work, “since my field, 
sculpture, is public art, and I 
think China for the most is the 
best place to do my work.” It was 
quite an experience when after 
eight months of studying Chi- 
nese, Norton finally set foot in 
China, not in Beijing, but in 
Xiamen, Fujian Province. Upon 
her arrival, she found the stan- 
dard Chinese putonghua she had 
studied for the past eight months 
was of little practical use in Xia- 
men, where Xiamen dialect is 
used, of which she could not un- 
derstand a single word. 

Now based in the capital, Nor- 
ton takes four classes per week 
as well as meeting once a week 
with a private tutor. She said, 
“whether I speak fluent Chinese 
or not doesn’t have a significant 
impact on my career success, but 
it would be a great personal en- 
joyment if one day I can com- 
municate freely with my Chinese 
co-workers. She may take the 
Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) 
in the future, not for the certifi- 
cate, but to see how far she has 
progressed. 

On Beijing Language and Cul- 
ture University’s HSK website, 
there is a survey on why people 
choose to take the test. Of the 
2,272 respondents by Wednes- 
day, 1,016 gave employment as 
their main reason, 811 wanted 
to know their Chinese level, 288 
were seeking entrance to univer- 
sities in China and 142 needed 
to communicate in Chinese for 
business. 

In the early 1990s, the main 
reason given by most people tak- 
ing the HSK test was to study in 
Chinese universities. 

With China entering the 
WTO and winning the right to 
host the 2008 Olympic Games, 
the number of people registering 
to take the HSK exam world- 
wide surged to a record high of 
144, 000 in 2002. 

By the end of 2002, 540,000 
people from more than 120 coun- 
tries had taken the HSK exam. 
There are 44 test locations in 
27 Chinese cities including Hong 
Kong and Macao, that hold the 
test twice a year. Overseas test 
locations numbered 76 in 2003, 
spreading over Asia, Australasia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
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Free Personal Classifieds 


Beijing Today is 
launching free 
personal classifieds 
service. For sale 
and wanted ads, 
situations wanted 
and vacant, 
language exchange 
and personals, and 
rentals will be 


printed free of 
charge. Email your 
personal classifieds 
(in English and 
Chinese) to 
bjtoday@ynet.com. 
Personal classifieds 
should conform to 
relevant laws and 
regulations. 


By Yi Y i 

A widely-forwarded 
email message ti- 
tled “Don’t take it 
for granted that for- 
eigners don’t under- 
stand Chinese,” describes 17 
embarrassing moments collected 
by the author illustrating the fact 
that many foreigners can speak 
fluent Chinese nowadays. One 
goes like this - A Chinese cou- 
ple were strolling in New York’s 
Central Park when a very heavi- 
ly-built American man passed by. 
One of them exclaimed, in Chi- 
nese, “Look at him, how can any- 
one become so over-weight!” The 
man turned back and retorted, 
in perfect Chinese, “I was born 
like this, what can I do?” 

Although the message is 
meant as a joke, it is very close to 
reality. Learning Chinese is more 
popular now worldwide than it 
has ever been, and a program 
unveiled last Thursday is likely 
to add fuel to the flames. 

The Ministry of Education held 
a press conference Thursday on 
the implementation of the Inter- 
national Volunteer Chinese Teach- 
ers Project. Sponsored by the 
China National Office for Teaching 
Chinese as a Foreign Language 
(NOTCFL), the project is a key 
component of the Chinese Bridge 
Program, an international univer- 
sity students’ Chinese proficiency 
competition launched in 2002. 
Volunteer Teachers Project 
At a press conference during 
the recent National People’s Con- 
gress, Foreign Minister Li Zhaox- 
ing said that Chinese has become 
the third most used language 
in the United States. His com- 
ment was supported by figures 
released by the US Census Bu- 
reau last October: after English 
(215.4 million) and Spanish (28.1 
million), Chinese (2 million) was 
the language most commonly 
spoken at home by US residents. 

The rest of the world is also 
taking Chinese very seriously, 
and learning the language is be- 
coming more and more common. 
There are currently over 100 mil- 
lion people using or learning Chi- 
nese outside China, and over 100 
countries offer Chinese classes in 
various educational institutions. 

The rapid development of Chi- 
nese teaching in other countries 
and the drastic increase of stu- 
dents has led to a severe short- 
age internationally of Chinese 
teachers. Many countries, such 
as Japan, South Korea, Thai- 
land, Philippines, Vietnam, In- 
donesia, Egypt, South Africa as 
well as the developed European 
and American countries, are ask- 
ing China to provide teachers of 
Chinese to fill the shortfall. 

The International Chinese 
Teachers Volunteer Project, 
which dispatches volunteer 
teachers abroad, was established 
to meet this demand. 

Speaking about why the vol- 
unteer project was established, 
Cao Guoxing, director of the 
international cooperation and 
exchange department of the Min- 
istry of Education, started with 
some statistics. 

- There are only around 3,000 
teachers of Chinese as a foreign 
language who have actually ob- 
tained the qualification certificate. 

- Full time teachers number 
2,500 nationwide, part-time 3,500, 
a total of 6,000 altogether. 

- The total number of over- 
seas students in China is 86,000, 
among which 60,000 are here to 
learn Chinese. 

- The proportion of teachers to 
students is one to ten. 

Meanwhile, Mauritius, for ex- 
ample, has asked China to send 
50 Chinese teachers next Jan- 
uary, while over 5,000 schools 
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Yang insisted on inviting local 
farmers to join her troupe, 
because “they are the ones 
who dance for love and life.” 
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“Architecture has become such an 
important art form that it deserves 
the attention of museums...” 
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Olympic Economy Cake Divided 


By Zhang Bo 

The two-day Market Promotion Confer- 
ence on Olympic Economy ended Monday 
with a signing ceremony of ten key proj- 
ects that total an investment of 21.5 bil- 
lion yuan. 

The ten projects include: the No. 
4 line subway, the Nortel Networks 
Research Center and five franchise proj- 
ects including sewage and waste treat- 
ment plants. 

Eight of the ten projects are infrastruc- 
ture related, representing the first proj- 
ects on which the Beijing government has 
broken the monopoly and resorted to ten- 


dering to introduce franchise investment 
of social capital. 

As a result of the conference, the No. 
4 line subway will be constructed under 
cooperation between enterprise and gov- 
ernment. The project construction will 
take five years, starting this year and fin- 
ishing by the end of 2007. The aggregate 
investment amounts to 16 billion yuan. 

Currently, Beijing Infrastructure Invest- 
ment Company, Hong Kong MTR Corpora- 
tion, and Beijing Capital Group have signed 
a letter of intent on their cooperation on the 
joint construction and operation of the No. 4 
line subway. 


Another three subway line projects have 
also aroused investor interest. Xie Jianhua, 
an official from the commission, revealed 
that up to now, enterprises including CITIC 
Group, Beijing Capital Group, Japan Sum- 
itomo Corporation, Singapore MRT and 
many European enterprises have expressed 
their intention to participate in the tender. 

Another focus of investors at the con- 
ference is five planned sewage treatment 
plants, which will take the form of Build- 
Operate-Transfer, and the project investors 
will be selected through an open process. 

According to Beijing Municipal Admin- 
istration Commission, investors selected 


through public bidding will be granted fran- 
chise by the government, and Beijing is 
striving to gradually establish a new oper- 
ation system for sewage treatment, which 
will be in line with the market economy and 
feature a multi-ownership structure. 

Apart from the above, other projects 
promoted at the conference are under 
further negotiation. Accordingly, with an 
aggregate investment of 135 billion yuan, 
the altogether 387 projects promoted have 
attracted over 2,000 enterprises, includ- 
ing some trans-national enterprises, such 
as General Electric, Volkswagen, Boeing, 
Sony and Siemens. 


Shenzhen Vetoes 
Statute Draft for 
Fourth lime 

By Hou Mingxin 

The 3 1st Session of the Third of Stand- 
ing Committee of the People’s Congress 
of Shenzhen Municipality last Friday 
vetoed a statute draft on the audit and 
censorship of government-invested proj- 
ects in Shenzhen. This is the fourth time 
that the city’s congress has vetoed the 
draft and the first time in the city’s his- 
tory that a statute draft has been vetoed 
four straight times. 

The focus of the draft is whether the 
final accounting of revenue and expendi- 
ture should be operated before the comple- 
tion of a governmental-invested project. 

Some congress members said the pur- 
pose of the statute draft is to prevent 
unreasonable expenditure and unseen 
loss during the project, the final account- 
ing can be seen as a standard and it 
should be done in advance. Other con- 
gress members said that the operation 
of final accounting before the comple- 
tion of the project could contravene the 
contract law and result in government 
departments breaching contracts. 

Since only 18 of 37 members endorsed 
the draft, it automatically faced veto. 

The congress said that the draft 
would be formally voted at the congress’s 
next session after collecting suggestions 
from law professionals and making some 
changes. 

Tian Siyuan, a law professor from 
Qinghua University, told Beijing Today 
Tuesday that the veto of the draft was an 
excellent example of legislation democ- 
racy in China. 

“Democracy means the open exchange 
of different views. The veto of the draft 
doesn’t mean it is wrong or unreason- 
able, but the principle of democracy is 
the few obeys the majority,” Tian said. 

Bank of China Scraps 
Official litles 

By Su Wei 

The Bank of China (BOC) is to 
scrap the titles “juzhang” (director gen- 
eral), “chuzhang” (section chief) and 
“zhuren” (director) from the second half 
of this year, bank president Xiao Gang 
announced last Friday at a meeting of 
the Institute of International Finance in 
Shanghai. 

Making a clear distinction between 
job titles and official titles will help the 
bank to establish a sound corporate gov- 
ernance system, said Xiao. 

“The bank will employ titles such as 
‘department manager,’ ‘senior manager’ 
and ‘assistant manager,”’ BOC spokes- 
man Wang Zhaowen was quoted as 
saying by Xinhua. 

Wang also said that public recruit- 
ment of managers for the bank’s Gansu, 
Hainan and Russia branches and vice 
general manager of the bank’s human 
resources department are underway, 
and that “recruitment of management 
staff at this level is all to be under- 
taken publicly.” 

Since being nominated along with the 
China Construction Bank by the State 
Council for pilot reform as joint-stock 
banks, BOC has been undergoing var- 
ious reforms, especially its personnel 
system, said Xiao. 

According to Wang there are over 100 
directors general, over 500 deputy-direc- 
tors general and over 1,000 section chiefs 
in the bank. 

Zhou Xiaochuan, president of the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of China commented at the 
meeting that the openness and compet- 
itiveness of Chinese banks should be 
strengthened, and “reforms conducted 
more boldly”. 

The oldest bank in China, BOC is the 
most internationalized state-owned com- 
mercial bank in China. Its profits exceed 
those of all other domestic banks and it 
has been included on the Fortune Global 
500 list for 14 consecutive years. 
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Courtyards Go on Sale 


By Chu Meng 

A new policy which enables enter- 
prises as well as individuals from 
both home and abroad to buy 
650-plus siheyuan, or courtyard houses 
in Beijing, indicating a new model for the 
protection of China’s traditional archi- 
tecture, was issued by Beijing Munic- 
ipal Territorial Resource and Housing 
Administrative Bureau on Monday. 

According to the new policy, over 650 
traditional siheyuan listed as impor- 
tant historical and cultural sites under 
state protection can be purchased 
by any enterprises, social organiza- 
tions, government bodies and individ- 
uals throughout the country (including 
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan), as 


well as foreign companies, organiza- 
tions and individuals. 

To stimulate sales of these siheyuan, 
the government has also issued a series 
of preferential terms: Buyers and sellers 
can decide the final payment through 
agreement; purchasers can apply for 
land certificates after paying off the 
land costs within three years; the gov- 
ernment will halve the land tax payable 
by purchasers, as well as reduce admin- 
istrative charges for necessary protec- 
tion and maintenance. 

Siheyuan are a typical form of 
ancient Chinese housing architecture, 
based on four rooms arranged around a 
central courtyard. Not only residences, 
but also ancient palaces, government 


offices, temples and monasteries were 
built according to the siheyuan pattern. 
Such residences offered space, comfort 
and quiet privacy. 

Many of Beijing’s siheyuan have 
been torn down in recent years to make 
way for new construction projects, and a 
large percentage of the population who 
once lived in courtyard houses have 
moved into high-rise apartment blocks 
in new residential areas. 

In December 2003, the Beijing Cul- 
tural Relics Bureau issued an announce- 
ment saying that a total of 658 siheyuan, 
tagged with identifying blue plates over 
the entrance, could not be demolished 
to make way for new real estate devel- 
opment projects. 


Threshold Lowered for Foreign-funded 
Commercial Enterprises 


Steady Growth Forcast for 
Housing Prices 


By Hou Mingxin 

The Ministry of Commerce issued 
a new regulation on foreign-invested 
commercial companies last Friday. 
In line with China’s WTO entry 
promises, the regulation will reduce 
restrictions on those enterprises. 

The regulation will take effect 
June 1, replacing an experimen- 
tal rule on commercial enterprises 
with foreign investment imple- 
mented in 1999. 

Compared with the experimen- 
tal rule, the new regulation has two 
major changes. One is that the con- 
cept “trial” has been abandoned, and 
the other is that restrictions on the 
number, stock holdings and business 
scope of these enterprises have been 
reduced. 

The new regulation makes it clear 
that China will lower its restrictive 
conditions for foreign-funded com- 
mercial enterprises according to its 
WTO commitments. With the new 
regulation, it becomes easier for 
enterprises to enter the market. 
Examining and approving proce- 
dures are also simplified. 

According to the new regulation, 
after December 11, foreign-invested 
commercial enterprises engaged in 
wholesale will be allowed to oper- 
ate business relating to medicine 


and agricultural chemicals and plas- 
tic films. Besides these products, 
commercial enterprises with foreign 
investment engaged in retail will be 
also allowed to do business related 
to refined oil. 

After February 11, 2006, for- 
eign-invested commercial enterprises 
engaged in wholesale will be allowed 
to operate business related to chemical 
fertilizer, refined oil and raw oil. And 
after December 11, those enterprises 
in the area of retail will be allowed to 
do business related to chemical fertil- 
izer, the regulation says. 

According to the new regulation, 
commercial enterprises completely 
foreign invested will be permitted 
to be set up from December 11 this 
year. The regulation still does not 
permit these enterprises to engage 
in tobacco-related business. 

Statistics from the ministry 
shows that China’s commercial field 
has used foreign funds totaling 
more than three billion US dollars 
since it established a trial for com- 
mercial enterprises with foreign 
investment. 

Since the commercial area opened 
to foreign investment, more than 270 
foreign-invested commercial enter- 
prises and more than 2,200 branches 
have been set up in China. 


By Chu Meng 

Beijing’s commercial housing price will expe- 
rience steady growth in the forseeable future, 
according to the Beijing Municipal Bureau of 
Statistics 

Zheng Xin, a statistician at the bureau’s invest- 
ment department, told Beijing Today Tuesday that 
with more and more transnational enterprises 
emerging in Beijing, the booming of the Olympic 
economy and continued GDP growth, Beijing’s 
commercial housing market will stay as hot as 
ever, because of the city’s limited land resources. 

“In general, Beijing’s commercial housing price 
will maintain a high level for quite a long time, 
and it will keep rising,” said Zheng Xin. 

In the past six years, Beijing’s housing price 
has consistently doubled the country’s average 
level. In 2003, the Beijing average was 4,737 
yuan per square meter, compared to 2,359 yuan 
nationwide. 

While statistics from the bureau actually show 
a decline in the first quarter of 2004, with prices 
for Beijing commercial housing falling 235 yuan 
per square meter on the corresponding period 
in 2003, Zheng says the significant increase in 
sales of suburban housing and economical hous- 
ing pulled down the average level. 

He added, “The short-term results cannot tell 
us much. Because Beijing’s housing price is a 
comprehensive outcome of many factors, such as 
its geographic characteristics, GDP growth, the 
increasing foreign population and the Olympic, it 
will keep growing for a long time. But it won’t 
grow very fast.” 


Beijing Reports One SARS 
Suspect Case 

China’s Health Ministry spokes- 
man said Thursday that one 
suspect severe acute respiratory 
syndrome (SARS) case was 
reported in Beijing. 

The female patient, 20, sur- 
named Li, was a nurse with the 
Beijing Jiangong Hospital, the min- 
istry said. Li began to show such 
symptoms as cold, fever and cough 
on April 5 and was admitted into 
the Beijing Jiangong Hospital on 
April 7. Seven days later, she was 
transferred to the People’s Hospi- 
tal affiliated to the Beijing Univer- 
sity, according to the ministry. 

The Beijing municipal govern- 
ment has activiated the SARS 
warning mechanism, started to 
disinfect her residence and mon- 
itor the 171 people that had 
close contact with her. The Min- 
istry of Health demanded the 
health departments at all levels to 
strengthen the monitoring of any 
possible outbreak of the epidemic. 

The ministry has informed the 
World Health Organizatin and 
the Hong Kong, Macao special 
administrative regions about the 
case. (Xinhua) 

Deposit Insurance 
Established by 
Central Bank 

By Sun Yongjian 

The People’s Bank of China 
has established a Deposit Insur- 
ance Department to prepare for 
the setting up of a national deposit 
insurance system. Wei Jianing, a 
vice director of the Development 
Research Center under the State 
Council, told Beijing Today of the 
move last Saturday at a financial 
forum. 

The deposit insurance system 
will protect the profits of deposi- 
tors and help maintain financial 
stability should a bank suffer a 
failure and debt payments are 
needed. The insurance fees will 
be supplied by relevant financial 
organizations and will be paid 
out to an organization when it 
faces crisis or bankruptcy. 

When the Hainan Development 
Bank was closed in June 1998, 
the government allocated 3.4 bil- 
lion yuan to alleviate the crisis. 
Last year, Lin Qian, the chairman 
of the board of Xunda City Credit 
Cooperative in Zhejiang Province 
embezzled 60 million yuan, which 
led to a run on the bank. The cen- 
tral bank then had to move to prop 
up the bank. 

Censorship Panel 
Established for Imported 
Computer Games 

By Chu Meng 

China has established a first 
committee for censoring imported 
computer games, indicating that 
all imported computer games will 
face rigid inspection before their 
entry into market from now on. 
Zhang Xinjian, deputy director 
of the Cultural Market Depart- 
ment of the Ministry of the Cul- 
ture, made the announcement at 
a press conference last Thursday. 

The committee consists of 20 
inspectors, who are charged with 
examining such things as vio- 
lent or pornographic plots used 
in imported computer games. 

“It is predicted that the com- 
puter games industry will show an 
annual growth rate of 115 percent 
in the next few years. Therefore, 
a rigid and reasonable market 
entrance standard is essential for 
establishing a healthy computer 
games environment,” said Zhang. 

Free Trade Boosted in 
Shanghai’s Waigaoqiao 

By Su Wei 

The official opening of the Shang- 
hai Waigaoqiao Logistics Bonded 
Zone last Thursday afternoon is 
being hailed in the media as a key 
step for it to become an interna- 
tional-standard free trade zone. 

The zone combines the func- 
tions of Shanghai Port and Waigao- 
qiao Free Trade Zone (WFTZ), with 
a focus on developing industries, 
including logistics and storage. 

International transfer, delivery, 
purchasing, and intermediary 
trade are the main functions in the 
logistics bonded zone, said Zhang 
Yaolun, director of the WFTZ man- 
agement committee. 
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Three Stock Market 
“Swordsmen” Tumble 


By Sun Yongjian 

After years of strong performance in 
the depressed domestic stock market, 
earning them a common nickname of 
“The Three Stock Market Swordsmen,” 
this year has proved rocky for Xinjiang 
Tunhe,Xianghuoju and Alloy Investment, 
three listed companies owned by Xinji- 
ang-based D’Long Group. While the mar- 
ket has been showing signs of an upturn, 
all three shares have plummeted since 
January and posted maximum 10 percent 
drops every day since last Thursday 


D’Long Group, which has roots in mining 
and production of such items as tomatoes, 
cement and seed, entered the financial sec- 
tor around a decade ago. 

Reasons for the losses are not clear. Some 
analysts have attributed them to poor money 
management, while company leaders blame 
the media for inaccurately portraying its fi- 
nancial status. 

On April 16, Xinjiang Tunhe transferred 
ownership of its subsidiary ST Zhongyan 
to Hangzhou Baoqun Group for 80 million 
yuan to secure some badly needed capital. 


Before the plunges began, no company 
under the D’Long Group umbrella had post- 
ed a 10 percent daily loss for six years. 
Yet, from January 6 to April 16, Xianghuoju 
shares plummeted from 15.89 yuan to 7.56 
yuan. Xinjiang Tunhe’s share value fell 50 
percent from February 2 to April 16, during 
which time the price of Alloy Investment 
stock also dropped 40 percent. 

By April 16, the total market value of the 
three companies shrunk 9.3 billion yuan. 

Starting in 1994, D’Long established 
a long fund chain involving complicated 



Are D’Long’s troubles caused by mismanag- 
ment or media mania ? Photo by Photocome 


equity relations with many financial or- 
ganizations, but that chain was broken in 
March. 

Tang Wanli, president of the board of di- 
rectors of D’Long, blames the firm’s woes 
on rampant media speculation about the 
group’s financial health sparked by a report 
in a local magazine. In a statement pub- 
lished on the group’s website, he said the 
media “chain reaction” had cut off cash flow 
between D’Long’s businesses and assured 
the public that its industrial operations were 
still performing soundly. 


Bank of China IPO 
On Track 

By Zhao Hongyi 

The Bank of China is preparing to assemble all 
its assets together for its upcoming public listing 
instead of parting off its high-quality assets for 
separate sales, according to a statement made by 
bank spokesman Wang Zhaowen at a press brief- 
ing last Friday. 

“China Life’s experience has shown that split- 
ting assets is not a method understood by overseas 
investors,” Wang said, “Though Chinese companies 
are used to showing only their best sides abroad.” 

After China Life listed in the New York last 
December, US investors discovered that its parent 
company had 5.4 billion yuan of unexplained loans 
not reported in the IPO. Those investors filed suit 
against China Life in March on charges of fraud. 

The Bank of China and China Construction 
Bank, long saddled with high bad assets ratios, 
were the recipents of a $45 billion cash injection 
from the country’s central bank in January in 
order to help them prepare for their IPOs. Wang 
admitted, however, that the Bank of China’s bad 
assets ratio still stood at 14.84 percent. 

The spokesman indicated the bank was also 
preparing to cut its workforce by 70,000 employ- 
ees in order to streamline its core businesses and 
workflow. “We will finish our internal adjustments 
by the end of the year,” Wang said. 

Wang would not specify where the group was go- 
ing to list but did say that Bank of China (Hong 
Kong), which has been listed on the Hong Kong stock 
market for years, would be included in the IPO. 

Utah Seeks Olympic 
Involvement 

By Zhao Hongyi 

The 2008 Olympic Games Organizing Committee 
opened 1.3 trillion yuan of Olympic-related projects 
to domestic and overseas investment in a grand cer- 
emony held in Beijing last Thursday. Among the par- 
ties hoping to get a slice of that pie is the US state of 
Utah, which dispatched a business delegation to the 
capital on Monday. 

The delegation, consisting of representative of 
15 companies headquartered in the state, visited 
Beijing this week and heads to Shanghai next 
week. On Wednesday, Beijing Today interviewed 
Jeff Gochnour, head of the delegation and director 
of the Utah Division of Business and Economic De- 
velopment. 

Beijing Today: What are the purposes of your 
visit to China? 

Jeff Gochnour: Fundamentally, we are trying 
to promote China-Utah business relations. 

Specifically, we are using the experiences relat- 
ed to Olympic Games organization to seek busi- 
ness opportunities here. Salt Lake City, the capital 
of Utah, successfully organized the 2002 Winter 
Olympic Games. A number of the companies in our 
delegation are experts in planning and organizing 
such events. 

Another purpose, as we have been doing for 
years, is to invite Chinese investors to do business 
with Utah. 

BT: What kind of experiences did you glean 
from the Games? 

JG: Infrastructure is very important. It was af- 
ter the Winter Games that we made our state into 
a new business center. We are now promoting post- 
Olympic business opportunities for Utah compa- 
nies worldwide. 

The Games also promoted the quality of living 
in our state. 

BT: What are the major items Utah exports to 
China? 

JG: Computers and electronics, food, chemicals, 
transportation facilities, machines and fabricated 
goods. 

BT: What is the picture of Chinese companies 
investing in Utah? 

JG: Utah is a newcomer in attracting Chinese 
investors. A trade company from Nanjing estab- 
lished a representative office in Salt Lake City two 
weeks ago. 

Last June, we invited China-Harvard Leader- 
ship Training Program students, most from senior 
posts in the Chinese government, to visit our state. 
We want to keep that visiting program going. 


B&Q Sets Off Local Price War 





B&Q has cut its prices 15 to 75 percent since entering 
the Beijing market last fall. Photo by Photocome 


By Zhao Hongyi 

The warehouse prices on some 
goods at the local branch of 
British construction materials 
retailer B&Q have sparked a full- 
fledged price war in the Beijing 
market this month. 

The focus of the heated com- 
petition is high-end, often im- 
ported, products. The prices of 
certain lines of tiles, such as 
“Champion” and “New Nanyue” 
have been slashed up to 55 per- 
cent, “Toto” toilet prices are sell- 
ing for one-third less than just 
weeks ago and the cost of Giess- 
dorf brand kitchen and bath- 
room items have dropped by 
over half across the city. 

Li Linwei, manager of the Red 
Star Macalline Furniture and 
Home Decoration Plaza, another 
local home decoration retailer, 
blamed the price war on B&Q, 
which has cut its own prices by a 
sweeping 15 to 75 percent since 
opening its Beijing branch last 
October. 

David Wei, president of B&Q 
China, defended his company, 
saying, “we have the capability, 
both in product supply and fi- 
nancial support, to provide cus- 
tomers with the best products 
and prices,” Beijing Youth Daily 
reported on Sunday. 

The price war represents not 
only a battle for market, accord- 
ing to Wen Dong, general man- 
ager of B&Q North China, but 
head-to-head combat between 
traditional free markets and so- 
phisticated chain stores. 

“The local construction mate- 
rials market consists of a num- 
ber of free markets. The owners 
of the markets invite retailers 


to sell products under one roof 
and live on rent payments for 
the stalls,” Wei explained at the 
“2004 B&Q China Summit” on 
March 30 in Beijing. 

He criticized the free market 
schemes for not insuring the 
reliability and competitiveness 
of products sold, adding, “Only 
chain stores like B&Q’s can do so 
by reducing costs through mass 
purchasing and careful internal 
management.” 

The chain has opened 16 out- 
lets in China since entering the 
domestic market through Shang- 
hai in 1999 and will open anoth- 
er two stores in Beijing this year. 
Its publicly-announced plans call 
for the establishment of 80 do- 
mestic outlets by 2008. 

French chain Leroy Merlin 
is set to open its first store 
in Beijing laster this year and 
Germany’s OBI is preparing its 
fourth outlet in the city, accord- 
ing to Beijing Youth Daily. 

Local rivals, however, are con- 
fident they have what it takes 
to resist the aggressive invaders. 
Wang Linming, general manag- 
er of the free market EasyHome, 
said local wholesalers and re- 
tailers could provide lower pric- 
es and better products. “Foreign 
companies can only act as models 
here,” he added, indicating that 
Chinese rivals would be able to 
learn from and surpass overseas 
competitors. 

A few domestic chains have 
been established, such as Shang- 
hai-based HomeMart, Jiangsu- 
based Red Star Macalline, and 
Beijing-based EasyHome and 
OrientalHome. Most of them 
have shown profits. 


Subway Line Investment Coming 
from Three Sources 


By Sun Yongjian 

Construction of the No. 4 line of 
the Beijing subway, considered a ma- 
jor Olympic project, will begin this 
year with 16 billion yuan in invest- 
ment. The line should be operational 
in 2007, according to information re- 
leased at Monday’s Market Promotion 
Conference on the Beijing Olympic 
Economy. 

The construction funds will come 
from three investors, Hong Kong-based 


HK Subway Cooperation and local 
enterprises Beijing Infrastructure In- 
vestment Co. and Capital Group. 

The 26-kilometer No. 4 subway line 
will run from Majiapu in Fengtai dis- 
trict to Beigongmen at the Summer 
Palace in Haidian District, stopping at 
22 stations. 

“I am very confident about the eco- 
nomic opportunities provided by the 
Beijing Olympic Games,” Qi Hui, chief 
inspector for HK Subway told Beijing 


Today at the conference. Qi added that 
his company would be investing 2.4 
billion yuan in the project. 

Liu Xiaoguang, president of Capi- 
tal Group stressed that the subway 
presented a rare opportunity for the 
company to cooperate with an over- 
seas investor in the construction of 
an Olympic project, which he hoped 
would help the company in its drive 
to improve competitiveness and list 
abroad. 


Ningxia Fraud Case Finally 
Gets Day in Court 


By Sun Yongjian 

After three years of waiting, the 
plaintiffs in a high-profile lawsuit 
against Yinchuan, Ningxia Hui Auton- 
omous Region-based Yinguangxia In- 
dustry and Commercial Shareholding 
Co. were happy to hear that their case 
had finally been accepted by the Yin- 
chuan Intermediate People’s Court on 
Tuesday. 

On April 23, 2002, the China Se- 
curities Regulatory Committee an- 
nounced it was imposing financial 
punishment on Yinguangxia for pro- 
viding false financial information 
to investors. The committee also 


announced that investors who lost 
money before the company went 
bankrupt in 2001 could file civil law- 
suits to claim compensation within 
the following two years. 

Mrs. Wang, one of the 80,000 inves- 
tors swindled by the company’s fraud- 
ulent claims, told Beijing Today that 
she had lost more than 10 million yuan 
in one year and was anxious to finally 
get her day in court. Other investors 
lost up to 20 million yuan. 

Yan Yiming, a lawyer represent- 
ing 1,000 investors in the suit, lik- 
ened the legal process to climbing a 
mountain. 


“We filed an initial lawsuit, but 
due to the company’s continued hem- 
orrhaging of money, even if the inves- 
tors win the case, they’re not likely 
to get any compensation. The compa- 
ny has already paid 70 million yuan 
to its creditors, so I am not sure how 
much will be left for individual in- 
vestors,” he said. 

Those poor prospects for investors 
receiving meaningful compensation 
were echoed by Zheng Yi, a market 
researcher for Huaxia Securities who 
said that the company was in no real 
position to pay them back, regardless 
of the court’s judgment. 


Police Bust Insurance 
Fraud Ring 

By Sun Yongjian 

Vehicle insurance, a rel- 
atively new product in the 
local insurance market, has 
become the subject of wide- 
spread fraud, with customers 
faking accidents and then fil- 
ing claims for damages, the 
Beijing Bureau of the China 
Insurance Regulatory Com- 
mission (CIRC) announced 
last Friday. 

“Beijing police have uncov- 
ered a professional gang com- 
mitting insurance fraud and 
arrested 21 people involved. 
They subsequently confessed 
to over 200 cases, defrauding 
eight insurers including PICC 
and PingAn for a total of 3 
million yuan,” said Fu An- 
ping, vice president of the lo- 
cal CIRC branch. 

He added that fraudulent 
claims accounted for 20 to 
30 percent of the total 2.3 
billion yuan in compensa- 
tion paid out to owners of ve- 
hicle insurance policies last 
year in Beijing. The rela- 
tive ease of such crimes has 
given rise to criminals pur- 
suing insurance fraud as a 
full-time occupation. 

Duck Roaster looks 
to list 

By Sun Yongjian 

Famed Beijing duck restau- 
rant chain Beijing Quanjude 
Co. intends to get listed on the 
domestic stock market, Liu Yi, 
vice president of Capital Tour- 
ism Group revealed at a press 
conference on Monday. 

Capital Tourism Group is 
a new tourism conglomerate 
formed by the merger of 
Quanjude and two other lo- 
cal companies. Of the three, 
Quanjude is the best prepared 
for listing and therefore will 
go first, Liu added. 

He said the listing was just 
one in a series of steps Cap- 
ital Tourism Group plans to 
take, including courting do- 
mestic and foreign partners 
and accelerating sharehold- 
ing reform, in order to become 
a full-fledged, international 
giant in the tourism industry 
within a decade. 

New Player Entering 
Mobile Phone Arena 

By Sun Yongjian 

Amoisonic Electronics, a 
huge Fujian Province-based 
maker of VCD players and 
other home electronic prod- 
ucts, announced on Monday 
that it was investing 175 mil- 
lion yuan to get into the mobile 
phone manufacturing field. 

On April 15, Amoisonic 
signed a contract with Nan- 
king Mobile Group to establish 
Nanking Junda Mobile Body 
Co., with a registered capital 
of 350 million yuan. Shares of 
the new company will be even- 
ly split between both sides. 

According to sources from 
inside Amoisonic, the new 
joint venture will begin op- 
erating in late May or early 
June. 

Fuel Futures Trading 
to Resume 

By Sun Yongjian 

With the approval of the 
State Council and the China 
Securities Regulatory Com- 
mission (CSRC), trading of 
fuel oil futures will start 
again one the the Shanghai 
Futures Exchange (SHFE), a 
senior exchange official said 
on Tuesday. The official did 
not specify exactly when the 
trading would resume. 

China has replaced Japan 
to become the world’s sec- 
ond-largest consumer of fuel 
oil, according to some SHFE 
statistics. China burned 
through about 44 million 
tons of fuel oil in 2003, ac- 
counting for a large pro- 
portion of national annual 
oil consumption. However, 
domestic output has nearly 
halved to 20 million tons 
last year from 1999, and im- 
ports make up about 80 per- 
cent of all fuel oil used. 
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Shell CFO Resigns After Scandal 


London, April 21 (AP, Bloomberg) - A top 
executive of Royal Dutch/Shell Group wrote 
in an e-mail that he was “sick and tired 
of lying” about the company’s inflated oil- 
and-gas-reserves estimates, an investigation 
commissioned by Shell reported yesterday 

The investigation, whose findings Shell 
accepted in full, found some bosses knew for 
almost two years that the company had pub- 
licly overstated the size of its reserves. The 
oil giant also said its chief financial officer 
had stepped down. 

Walter van de Vijver, Shell’s division exec- 
utive for oil exploration and production, com- 
plained about the estimates after he took over 
as chief of the division in June 2001, replacing 
Sir Philip Watts, who had been promoted to 
Shell chairman, the summary said. 

Watts and van de Vijver resigned last 


month after lawyers at the New York-based 
Davis, Polk and Wardwell firm gave Shell a 
preliminary version of their report, prepared 
with former and current Shell employees. 

Shell said yesterday it had downgraded 
4.35 billion barrels, or about 22 percent of 
its reserves, from “proven” to less-certain 
categories. It said in January that it was 
downgrading 3.9 billion barrels, or about 20 
percent of its total holdings. 

Shell’s chief financial officer Judith 
Boynton resigned yesterday over the 
same case. 

“Shell has unquestionably stumbled 
and has learned a tough lesson,” said Lord 
Oxburgh, chairman of Shell Transport 
and Trading, the British component of the 
Anglo-Dutch group, calling the inaccurate 
estimates a “major embarrassment.” 


Analyst’s Take: 

Shell is now involved in 15 lawsuits in 
the US following this scandal. 

Six were launched following its announce- 
ment in January, and another six were 
launched in February after the US regulator, 
the Securities and Exchange Commission, 
launched a probe into the affair. Three further 
lawsuits were announced last month, as 
Shell’s chairman Sir Philip Watts, and head of 
exploration and production van de Vijver, were 
ousted. 

Shell has long been advised to create a 
single global HQ in London with a sole listing 
on the London stock market, as opposed to 
listings in the UK and the Netherlands, to 
increase the group’s transparency. 

Analysts are blaming the scandal on 


Shell’s insular culture. Shell recruited a lone 
part-time employee to do the reserve esti- 
mates. The senior leadership is seen as 
lacking adequate oversight. 

“There was just a massive breakdown in 
internal controls; there was no real account- 
ability, and the reporting lines were incred- 
ibly blurred,” Reuters quoted an analyst of 
Investec Securities as saying. 

Shell is made up of two separate com- 
panies, Netherlands-based Royal Dutch 
Petroleum and UK-headquartered Shell 
Transport and Trading Co. The entities 
have separate boards, and Shell only 
recently began asserting control of sub- 
sidiaries around the world that once ran 
themselves. 

— Ji Lehang, senior reporter, Interna- 
tional Finance News, April 22 


McDonald’s Picks 
Aussie Boss 



Charlie Bell 

Reuters Photo 


Sydney, Australia, 
April 21 (AP) - The new 
global boss of McDon- 
ald’s started flipping 
burgers 28 years ago in 
Sydney’s southern sub- 
urbs. 

At 15, Charlie Bell 
took a $2.48 an hour job 
near his home in work- 
ing class Kingsford. Now 
43, he has been anointed as McDonald’s 
first non-American, and youngest-ever, chief 
executive, earning $5.9 million a year. 

At the same restaurant where Bell once 
worked the grill, mopped the floors, and 
scooped up french fries, customers on Tues- 
day cheered the local boy who made good. 

“Wow. Good on him. That’s a remark- 
able achievement,” said Gino, a regular 
diner who declined to give his last name. 

Bell was named head of the world’s larg- 
est restaurant chain on Monday, just hours 
after chief executive Jim Cantalupo, 60, died 
of a heart attack at the company-sponsored 
convention in Orlando, Florida. 

Bell’s ascent was meteoric. He became 
Australia’s youngest store manager at 19 
and a vice president eight years later. 

In 1993, Bell was appointed manag- 
ing director of McDonald’s Australia and 
headed Asian operations in 1999. He 
then took over the presidency for Europe. 
Before he was appointed as CEO, Bell had 
been international president and chief 
operating officer. 

Bell is now responsible for more than 
30,000 restaurants in 118 countries. 

(Jamie Tarahay) 

Local Media Reports: 


Jim Cantalupo joined McDonald’s in 
1974, became its international president in 
1987, and global president and vice chair- 
man in 1999. He explored the markets 
in Russia, China and Eastern Europe for 
McDonald’s. 

Cantalupo called for adjusting the menus 
and tastes of McDonald’s food in different 
regions and countries, which became a 
successful business tactic for the group. 
McDonald’s used to accept cash only but 
Cantalupo asked outlets worldwide to accept 
credit cards, which also succeeded in rais- 
ing business volume. 

Under his leadership, McDonald’s saw a 
rapid expansion worldwide, from 2,350 out- 
lets to 15,000. 

His successor, Jack Greenberg, contin- 
ued this rapid expansion, increasing the 
number to 30,000. But McDonald’s saw a 
crisis emerging after so much expansion. In 
December 2002, the retired Jim Cantalupo 
was recalled to the position of McDonald’s 
chairman. 

Cantalupo decided to launch alternative 
menus, most of which used other meats or 
vegetables. This followed the global trend 
for ‘healthy’food and helped turn the group’s 
fortunes around. 

— People’s Daily, April 21; Beijing 
Evening News, April 21 



Ryan Fitzroy, 14, prepares burgers at the 
McDonald’s restaurant in Kingsford, Sydney, 
Tuesday, April 20, where newly appointed chief 
executive and president Charlie Bell began his 
career 28 years ago. AP Photo 



A public billboard in Berlin cel- 
ebrates the EU expansion set for 
May 1. The new round of expansion 
will increase the number of member 
countries from current 15 to 25. The 
newcomers are: the Czech Republic, 


Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Romania, 
and Bulgaria. 

More importantly, the expansion 
occurs only one month after the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 


expanded eastward. On April 2, NATO 
absorbed seven East European coun- 
tries: Romania, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lith- 
uania, Estonia, Slovenia and Slovakia 
into the military body. 

Xinhua Photo 


Putin’ lip the Salary 


Moscow, April 18 (Guardian) - Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has come up with 
a novel way to fight corruption. In one of the 
first big reforms of his second term, he has 
doubled his own salary and raised those of 
his ministers by five times. 

Bribe-taking is rife among the army of 
bureaucrats who retain a stranglehold on Rus- 
sian business and society. Yet a presidential 
move to stem this damaging influence on the 
countiys pride and economic development has 
started with incentives at the top. 

Russian media reported last week that 
Mr Putin signed a decree on April 10 
increasing the salaries of about 10 per cent 
of federal officials. 

Respected business daily Vedomosti said 
the decree gave Mr Putin a 100 per cent 
pay rise. His salary last year was 840,000 
roubles ($39,500) but will this year be about 
1.75 million roubles. 


Ministers’ salaries will rise five times to 
about $48,300 a year. 

Although a report appeared in Rossiis- 
kaya Gazeta, the state newspaper, a Krem- 
lin spokeswoman declined to give official 
confirmation of the changes. 


Analyst’s Take: 

It would be a miracle if Putin could fight 
the corruption which has become common 
from the upper class to the grassroots in 
Russia by increasing the wages of his min- 
isters, federal officials and himself. 

Corruption originates from poverty and 
an endless appetite. To fight against corrup- 
tion, economic development is the funda- 
mental way, because only by increasing the 
wealth of individuals can you reduce their 
appetite for money and fortune. 


Mr Putin has declared his entire capital 
assets at about 8 million roubles, as well 
as two small flats, some shares and a field 
near Moscow. He will now earn a sixth of 
US President George Bush’s salary. 

(Nick Paton Walsh) 


Russia has never been a rich country. 
Therefore, the fight against corruption has 
a long way to go. 

The only explanation is that Putin 
wants to consolidate and unite the work- 
force of his federal government. Putin’s 
decision has received complaints from 
the opposition parties and the people, 
which should be a warning to himself and 
his government. 

— Zhu Jingcheng, senior researcher, 
Chinese Institute of International Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


USA Today Editor Quits 


New York, April 21 (AP) - 
The editor of USA Today , the 
country’s largest-selling news- 
paper, retired Tuesday amid 
a scandal over fabrications 
and deceptions by Jack Kelley, 
one of the paper’s former star 
reporters. 

Karen Jurgensen, 55, had 
been the paper’s editor since 
1999. Her departure came on 
the heels of a comprehensive 
report on the Kelley fiasco com- 
piled by three veteran news- 
paper editors. 

Craig Moon, USA Today's, 
publisher, has not yet released 
any details about the report’s 
contents or its recommenda- 
tions. He has said he plans to 
do so some time this week. 

Kelley resigned under pres- 
sure in January after admit- 
ting to trying to deceive 


editors checking into the 
veracity of some of his report- 
ing. A subsequent inquiry 
found that he made up major 
parts of at least eight stories 
and committed several acts of 
plagiarism. 

Steven Anderson, a spokes- 
man for the newspaper, said 
the paper would not be making 
any comments on the depar- 
ture beyond a brief statement 
that Moon sent to USA Today 
staffers Tuesday afternoon. 

In the statement, Moon said 
Jurgensen’s departure “opens 
the door to move the USA Today 
brand forward under new lead- 
ership.” He said a search for new 
editor was under way. 

The scandal deeply embar- 
rassed USA Today, which 
fought for years to overcome 
perceptions that it gave seri- 


ous news topics short shrift 
with brief news articles and 
catchy headlines. The news- 
paper is the largest-circula- 
tion daily in the United States 
and the flagship publication of 
Gannett Co., the nation’s big- 
gest newspaper publisher. 

Kelley spent 21 years at 
the newspaper, starting out 
around the time of its found- 
ing and rising to become a 
globe-trotting foreign corre- 
spondent reporting from vari- 
ous hot spots. He co-authored 
two books with USA Today 
founder A1 Neuharth. 

Kelley spoke to various 
groups on behalf of USA Today, 
and the newspaper nominated 
him for the Pulitzer Prize five 
times. 

The debacle at USA Today 
had several parallels with a 


plagiarism scandal last year 
at The New York Times involv- 
ing Jayson Blair, who plagia- 
rized or fabricated dozens of 
stories. The paper’s top two 
editors resigned in the after- 
math of that scandal, which 
exposed deep tensions in the 
paper’s newsroom. 

(Seth Sutel) 



Karen Jurgensen announced she 
is retiring. AP Photo 


Rato Set To Head IMF 

London, April 21 (AFP) - 
Spain’s former finance minister 
Rodrigo Rato is in line to become 
the next head of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Rato’s hopes received a boost 
after his rival French contender 
Jean Lemierre was re-elected to 
another four years as president 
of the European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development which 
was created in 1991 to help assist 
the transition of former commu- 
nist nations to market economies. 

Funded by its 184 member 
countries, the IMF in turn gives 
advice and lends money to mem- 
bers to foster economic reform. 

Asia Oil Imports Hit 
All-Time High 

Singapore, April 19 (Reuters) - 
Oil demand in Asia hit a peak 
at 21.6 million barrels daily last 
year and the region’s dependence 
on oil imports reached an all-time 
high at 64 percent, according to 
a report released this week by 
Hawaii-based business consultants 
FACTS Inc. 

The report forecasts that Asia’s 
dependence on imports will rise 
to 69 percent by 2010 based on a 
demand projection of 25.2 million 
barrels per day as regional output 
of crude stays flat but demand con- 
tinues to grow. 
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A mock-up of the Jakarta Tower 

AP Photo 


Indonesia To Build 
World’s Tallest Tower 

Jakarta, April 19 (AFP) - Indo- 
nesia is building the tallest tower 
in the world. 

The Jakarta Tower, located at 
the Kemayoran district in Jakarta, 
and will stand 558 meters tall, 
surpassing the Canadian National 
Tower in Toronto which is 553 
meters high. 

Work is expected to end in 
2009. Construction was due to 
start in the late 1990s but the 1997 
regional financial crisis led to a 
postponement. The project is being 
financed by local tycoons and is 
projected to cost $400 million. 

eRay to Expand in 
China 

San Jose, California, April 22 
(AP) - eBay’s first-quarter earn- 
ings were a record $756.2 mil- 
lion, up 59 percent from the same 
period last year, according to the 
company’s latest earnings report 
which also emphasized that eBay 
would “invest aggressively” in 
China. The company plans to 
create a Chinese site staffed by 
local employees in the country. 

eBay president and chief exec- 
utive Meg Whitman said Wednes- 
day in Hong Kong that China 
could eclipse Germany and Eng- 
land to become eBay’s second larg- 
est market within 10 to 15 years. 

(Rachel Konrad) 

New DVD Player Filters 
Content 

Los Angeles, April 19 (AP) - 
Thomson, which owns the RCA 
brand, will sell a new DVD player 
that filters content deemed objec- 
tionable. The new DVD player 
can automatically mute foul lan- 
guage or skip violence. 

The filtering software is pro- 
vided by ClearPlay, which had 
offered it previously for watching 
DVDs on computers and began 
talking to RCA last year about a 
standalone player. 

The players are now on sale in 
some Wal-Mart and Kmart stores 
as well as on Wal-Mart’s website 
worldwide. ( Gary Gentile) 
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Tricky Taxi Drivers Mar City Image 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

Local taxi drivers have been 
the subject of many promotional 
campaigns over the past few 
years, asked to learn English, to 
stop smoking, and to generally 
provide optimal service as poten- 
tial projectors of the city’s image. 
It seems, however, that not all 
drivers have been listening. 

Last week, Beijing Today re- 
ceived a letter from a Norwegian 
man who visited the city this 
month and had a very unpleasant 
encounter with a local cabbie. 

Erik Hodneland came to 
Beijing on vacation in early April 
with his wife and three children. 


One morning during their trip 
they piled into a taxi in order to 
go to the Beijing Aquarium in- 
side the Beijing Zoo. 

The taxi driver told them 
there was little to see at that 
aquarium and recommended 
they go to a “bigger and better” 
one near the China Central Tele- 
vision Tower in Haidian. 

“We believed him since taxi 
drivers usually are very knowl- 
edgeable about their city, and 
the driver proclaimed that he 
had been to all the aquariums 
in Beijing,” wrote Hodneland in 
the letter. 

However, after paying a total 


of 160 yuan in entrance fees, the 
family was disappointed with the 
site, and staff inside even told 
them that the Beijing Aquarium 
was much larger. They left and 
headed back to that site, at which 
point another taxi driver ex- 
plained that their first cabbie was 
probably after the 90 yuan com- 
missions regularly handed out by 
the CCTV tower. 

“I can’t believe the driver 
would directly lie to us,” Hodne- 
land told Beijing Today. “Later 
that day, when we left the wrong 
aquarium and wanted to take a 
taxi to the right one, another taxi 
driver deliberately lied to us say- 


ing that the zoo and the aquari- 
um there both were closed and 
he could drive us to Tian’anmen 
instead - a longer trip for him.” 
The angry Norweigan said 
he had filed a complaint with 
the manager of the first driver’s 
taxi company and demanded 
an apology from the driver him- 
self and a refund for the costs 
of the tickets to the CCTV tow- 
er, but received no answer. He 
told Beijing Today that he liked 
Beijing a great deal and was 
worried that such dishonest taxi 
drivers could tarnish the city’s 
image as the 2008 Olympics 
draw nearer. 
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By Zhou Ying 

Seconds of near zero-gravity and other 
extraterrestrial thrills have been drawing 
hordes to the massive Space Travel show 
that opened last Sunday at the Haidian 
Exhibition Center in Beijing. 

Tamara Davies, the image representa- 


tive for the exhibition, arrived in Beijing 
last Saturday to promote the event and 
get the city excited about space. The star 
in the upcoming film Deep Rescue, an ex- 
citing tale of a space shuttle accident, 
praised China’s space exploration efforts 
and the country’s decision to select wom- 


Photo by Su Guanming 
en to its astronaut training program. 

The four-month exhibition was orga- 
nized by US-based Newshen Internation- 
al specifically for the China market. The 
concept is to integrate science education 
and entertainment into one fun, profitable 
event. 
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Police feared Yang Wei was reaching for a weapon when he was shot. 
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Police Shoot Driver Dead 
alter Wild Highway Chase 


By Zhou Ying 

A native of Hebei Province was shot 
dead by police in Beijing on Sunday after 
he stole a truck and crashed into 24 other 
vehicles, including two police vans, during a 
dangerous chase on a local highway. Eight 
passengers on a bus rammed by the truck 
were injured in the incident. 

Yang Wei stole the orange-colored truck 
from a village in Changping District Sun- 
day morning and drove onto the Badaling 
Expressway at 9:28 am, steering wildly 
and smashing into a few other vehicles. 

Police were quickly informed of the theft 
and arrived at the scene, but were not 
able to immediately corral Yang, as he 
smashed through four police roadblocks. 
The situation spun out of control after he 
reached a toll booth blocking the whole 
highway, wheeled the truck around and 
started heading against traffic. 

The truck finally came to a halt after 
smashing into two minibuses. The police 
evacuated people inside the damaged ve- 
hicles and then fired warning shots hop- 
ing to get Yang to surrender. But he just 
took off again and proceeded to run into 
two police cars, a street cleaning vehicle 
and a bus parked on the roadside at the 
intersection of the expressway and the 
North Sixth Ring Road. 

The truck stopped again. An eyewit- 
ness told the Beijing Daily Messenger 
newspaper that two policemen stood in 
front of the truck, one armed with a 
pistol and the other a submachine gun, 
and ordered the crazed driver to put his 
hands on his head. Yang refused and 
started screaming at the police officers. 

Two minutes later, he began rummag- 


ing through a bag for an unknown ob- 
ject and the officer with the machine gun 
shot him dead. 

A preliminary investigation showed that 
Yang stole the truck after arguing with 
its owner, his former employer, after he 
was fired two days before. According to a 
Beijing Youth Daily report on Wednesday, 
Yang called his father last Friday night to 
tell him to take care because he was not 
long for this world. 

An official from the public relations de- 
partment of the Beijing Municipal Public 
Security Bureau, who spoke under condi- 
tion his name not be used, told Beijing To- 
day that nobody was allowed to give any 
details except the department’s deputy sec- 
tion chief. That official has not been avail- 


On Tuesday, local police announced that 
Yang’s crime was theft and disruption of 
social order. 

The crime and the shooting have 
sparked widespread public debate about 
whether deadly force was needed in the in- 
cident and whether other, less final, alter- 
natives were possible. 

Wu Xiaokang, a law student at Beijing 
Industry and Commerce University, told 
Beijing Today on Tuesday that Yang de- 
served a fair trial before being executed. “I 
think it would have been a better choice to 
shoot him to wound him and then take him 
into custody,” Wu said. 

According to Chinese law, police are en- 
titled to use force, including deadly force, 
in situations where there is no safe time 
to give a warning or when a warning may 
only result in a worse final result. 

The case is still under investigation. 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

The Daxing District People’s Court con- 
vened on Monday to hear a lawsuit file by 68 
migrant workers from Hebei Province against 
the Daxing District Labor and Social Security 
Bureau for nonfeasance. 

Since December 2001, Guo Zengguang, the 
representative of the disgruntled workers, has 
visited the bureau several times seeking help 
in getting payments owed them by the Hong- 
dayinglong Paper Company. 

However, the Daxing Labor Bureau never 
heeded his calls nor looked into the matter. 

Guo told Beijing Daily Messenger on Tuesday 
that they started working in October 2001 for 
the paper company and stopped one month later. 
They were hired by a man named Qu Wenbo to 
build a paper storeroom in Daxing District in 
the name of the Tenth Construction Company of 
Hebei Dingzhou and promised daily wages of 30 
to 40 yuan each. 

According to Guo, the construction workers 
wanted to sign a legally binding contracts but Qu 
refused. The workers abandoned the project in 
November after Qu failed to provide them with 
safety helmets and other equipment. Before leav- 
ing, they demanded they receive their back pay, 
totaling over 30,000 yuan. 

Over the following three years, Guo repeated- 
ly contacted Qu about the money, but to no avail. 
One time when he went to another building site 
run by Qu, he was beaten and his jacket torn. 

In the end, Guo put his hopes in the Daxing La- 
bor Bureau and reported the event in hopes the of- 
ficials could get their money. However, Guo and the 
others were later informed that Qu was employed 
personally by Zhang Xiuying, manager of the Hon- 
gdayinglong Storage Company, an enterprise ac- 
tually founded after their ill-fated project. Bureau 
staff explained that because Qu was not actually 
from the construction company and the 68 workers 
were employed personally and without contracts, 
the dispute was outside the bureau’s jurisdiction. 

The plaintiffs’ attorney told Beijing Daily Mes- 
senger that the Daxing Labor Bureau did a poor 
job of investigating the case. While Zhang Xiuy- 
ing is currently manager of the storage company, 
she previously was also the manager of the Hon- 
gdayinglong Paper Company. Therefore, Qu could 
not be considered personally hired and the bu- 
reau should handle the dispute and get the com- 
pany to pay the workers. 

The hearing is scheduled to last several 
more days and the court has yet to issue any 
related statements. 


able for contact or comment. 







David Copperfield teachers a trick to a young man at the China Rehabilitation 
Research Center for the launch of his philanthropic Project Magic on Wednesday. 
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Magic Man Wows Again 


By Xiao Yingying 

Master illusionist David Cop- 
perfield returned to the capital 
on April 20 with a huge show at 
Capital Gymnasium. This year’s 
event included many of his fa- 
miliar slight-of-hand and grand- 
er tricks, but stood out from past 
versions with lots of audience in- 
volvement. 

Among the tricks Copperfield 
pulled from extensive bag were 
seeming to cut himself in half 
with a massive saw and making 
two people randomly selected 
from the audience fly while rid- 
ing a sofa in a glass box. 

In arguably his most dramat- 
ic, even questionable trick, Cop- 
perfield told the crowd he was 
going to choose one woman from 
the audience and almost instant- 
ly get her pregnant. The crowd 
was shocked when the subject of 


his affections turned out to be an 
old lady, but minutes later, the 
results of an ultrasound check 
were shown on a large screen, 
revealing the surprised woman 
was in fact with child. 

This is Copperfield’s third and 
longest China tour, which will 
take him to five domestic cities. 
Local shows run through Sun- 
day, after which he will head 
to Hangzhou, Nanjing, Shanghai 
and Changsha. 

Copperfield’s successful 2002 
Magic Time Space Travel Show 
sparked nationwide magic fever 
in China, and plenty of normal 
people starting trying their hand 
at simple tricks. The master him- 
self has admitted that magic is 
often a low-tech art that relies 
on psychological misdirection as 
much, if not more, than techno- 
logical wizardry. 
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Riding the Fast Train 


By Xiao Yingying 

The new Z-9 non-stop passen- 
ger train from Beijing to Hang- 
zhou roared out of Beijing Railway 
Station at 6:53 pm last Saturday, 
marking the beginning of the coun- 
try’s fifth campaign to boost rail- 
way speed. 

All but one of the 19 new Z 
lines run in and out of Beijing, the 
only exception being the Tianjin- 
Shanghai line. The other routes 
connect the capital to such major 
cities as Shanghai, Changchun, 
Changsha and Xi’an. All the non- 
stop trains depart at night and 
arrive at their destinations the 
next morning. 

Besides their speed, the new 
trains also stand out with the qual- 
ity and comfort. Gone are the hard 
seats of old in favor of airplane-like 
soft seats all headed in the direc- 
tion the train travels. Prices of soft 
seats and sleepers on Z-line trains, 
however, are the same as on the 
slower T-line trains. 

After taking her first ride on the 
Z-l train from Beijing to Shang- 
hai, Zeng Luna told the Beijing 
News on Monday, “I have traveled 
by train in France and Russia, but 
their trains can’t compare to ours 
in terms of equipment and servic- 
es. It’s really amazing.” 


Concern for comfort and util- 
ity is evident in all kinds of ways 
on the trains. Liu Zhiqi, conduc- 
tor of the Z-l express, was quot- 
ed as saying, “We have automatic 
doors connecting all apartments 
and handrails equipped at the 
joint sections of the trains. There 
are special toilets and sleepers 
for the handicapped and electri- 
cal sockets have been installed 
so long-distance travelers can 
charge their electric razors and 
mobile phones.” 

The soft sleeper compartments 
even feature televisions that can 
be freely adjusted, while the bar 
compartments, open 24 hours a 
day, offer over 50 kinds of drink 
sand cocktails. 

Although the raised speeds of 
the trains are sure to benefit pas- 
sengers, they are taking a toll 
on other parts of the national 
transportation system, particular- 
ly roads and highways. Through 
a hotline, one Beijing Youth Daily 
reader reported on Tuesday, “There 
are lots more trains passing all the 
time since they were speeded up, 
so many road junctions have to be 
closed for more of the day. That has 
caused buses to run behind and 
commuters to end up late to work 
or school.” 


Blanket Thrown on “Naked Sushi” 


By Dong Nan 

After shutting down its con- 
troversial “naked sushi” meals at 
the request of local authorities 
on April 5, the Hefeng Village 
Restaurant in Kunming, Yunnan 
Province, and its owner Kunming 
Xiaoyi Entertainment Company 
were still slapped with a 2,000 
yuan fine on Monday. 

“Naked sushi” is a Japanese 
style of food service in which 
pieces of sushi, sashimi and oth- 
er food are placed on the naked 
body of a young woman. The He- 
feng Village Restaurant intro- 
duced the concept to China on 
April 2 at a price of 1,000 yuan 
per person per meal. 

After the restaurant invited 
nearly 30 local papers and TV sta- 


tions to observe, the fishy story 
spread nationwide, sparking di- 
verse public opinions. Beijing Today 
first reported on the controversial 
dining style on April 9, four days 
after it was first banned by the 
Yunnan Health Bureau on grounds 
that the two models involved did 
not have necessary health licenses 
as food industry workers. 

On April 8, the Yunnan Wom- 
en’s Association publicly con- 
demned the service as an insult 
to all women. 

In handing down the fine, the 
Health Bureau and Trade Bu- 
reau of Xishan District, Kun- 
ming said that “naked sushi” was 
amoral, discriminatory and vio- 
lated the Civil Law and Women 
Rights Protecting Law of China. 
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Are They Just 


Scapegoats? 


By Zhou Ying 

T hree high-level officials were 
forced to resign last week 
because of three deadly in- 
dustrial disasters since the end of 
last year. Some say this indicates 
a new atmosphere of accountabili- 
ty for China’s officials. Others com- 
plain that these officials are merely 
being used as scapegoats. 

The government scrambled to 
find out what had happened after 
the disasters and the investigation 
team found out that they had been 
caused mainly by a lack of proper 
management and failing to final- 
ize security measures. Therefore, 
68 people were given disciplinary 
punishment for being negligent in 
safety supervision. 

The State Council last Wednes- 
day approved the resignation of 
General Manager Ma Fucai of the 
China National Petroleum Corp. 
(CNPC) over the deadly gas blow- 
out on December 23 last year in 
Chongqing which killed 243 peo- 
ple. The accident occurred when a 
CNPC drilling crew ruptured a gas 
well and dismantled safety equip- 
ment that might have stopped the 
blowout. 

Other company personnel, in- 
cluding Vice-General Manager Ren 
Chuanjun, were also given disci- 
plinary punishment for being neg- 
ligent in safety supervision. 

Zhang Wen, the governor of 
Miyun, resigned last Thursday 
because of the Lantern Festival 
stampede in the Beijing suburb of 
Miyun on February 5 that left 37 



Ma Fucai 


people dead, and 15 wounded. 

The Zhongbai shopping mall 
fire in Northeast China’s Jilin Prov- 
ince 10 days later killed 54 people 
and left more than 70 wounded. 
The Jilin Provincial Party Com- 
mittee last Saturday approved the 
resignation of Mayor Gang Zhan- 
biao of Jilin City, and others found 
responsible were given serious dis- 
ciplinary punishment. 

It’s unusual for so many high 
ranking officials to be punished 
within such a short time in Chi- 
na. There is a heated discussion 
going on now among the public. 
Some regard this phenomenon as 
progress in China’s political sys- 
tem, but others are less certain. 
Liu Xiaoying, an International 
Relations expert with Beijing 
Broadcasting Institute 

I think The State Council’s 
imposition of severe punishment 
upon those responsible for major 
accidents signals the government’s 
determination to safeguard peo- 


The pictures of the victims who died in the gas blowout in Chongqing 


pie’s rights and interests and its 
resolve to take action sternly and 
responsibly. 

The decision is welcome not 
only because it reflects the gov- 
ernment’s “put people first” atti- 
tude and courage to avenge the 
victims, but also because it sounds 
an alarm to those officials who con- 
tinue to hold a negligent attitude 
towards their work. 

It was reported that Hong Hu, 
Governor of Jilin Province, wrote 
an open letter of apology to his peo- 
ple for the fatal fire in his province, 
the first open apology made by 
a provincial-level official in many 
years. 

An apology cannot solve prob- 
lems, but it indicates an increasing 


awareness on the part of govern- 
ment officials that they sometimes 
make mistakes. 

However, it is just the first step 
towards the transformation of the 
function of the government. They 
need to standardize this process 
of punishing officials if they are 
guilty of such oversights, and that 
will take a long time. Some people 
want the system to become a nor- 
mal and common practice. But that 
raises questions: how do you define 
acts that deserve punishment, and 
when is an official guilty of dereli- 
tion of duty? 

Mao Shoulong, a professor at 
Renmin University 

An official should shoulder mor- 
al responsibility for victims and 


the public, and legal responsibility 
for the related laws and it must 
be found out whether one has com- 
mitted dereliction of duty. In this 
sense, Ma Fucai, as the boss of 
CNPC and an official at ministe- 
rial level, should indeed shoulder 
moral and political responsibilities 
for the accident. 

An official has to take responsi- 
bility for certain job-related risks 
in moral, executive, political and 
other fields even if he himself isn’t 
directly guilty of a particular mis- 
take. 

It is neither possible nor nec- 
essary for Ma Fucai, as general 
manager of CNPC, to check the se- 
curity and rescue measures of a 
specific well belonging to a subsid- 
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F ingerprint identification 

technology was used for the 
Self-study Examination of High- 
er Education last weekend in 
Shenyang, China’s northeast 
Liaoning Province. 

It was the first time in Chi- 
na for fingerprint identification 
technology to be used to guard 
against cheating in an exam. 

According to the Liaoning 
Provincial Self-study Examina- 
tion office, the examinees stored 
their fingerprints at local regis- 
tration offices when they regis- 
tered to take part in the exam 
last month. Before the exam, the 
students had their fingerprints 
checked. 

“If the fingerprints don’t 
match, the student will lose the 
right to take part in the exam,” 
Wang Hui, a staff member from 
the Liaoning Provincial Self- 
study Examination office, told 
Beijing Today on Wednesday. 

“Cheating in the self-study 
examinations is becoming ram- 
pant in China. That’s why we 
decided to use fingerprint identi- 
fication technology,” said Wang. 

The Self-study Examination 
for Higher Education, a program 
for those who study by them- 
selves, started in 1981 mainly 
in urban areas. Those who pass 
the exam get a certificate equiv- 
alent to that of a college degree. 

According to the China Higher 
Education Self-Study Supervision 
Committee, more than three mil- 
lion people have obtained the di- 
ploma over the past two decades, 
with over 100 million others ap- 
plying for the exam. 

According to the Liaoning 
Provincial Self-study Examina- 
tion office, various methods have 
been invented by examinees to 
cheat in the exams, in particu- 
lar paying graduates to act as 
stand-ins. Staff started checking 
photos in examination permits 
against ID cards, but a market 
in fake permits and ID cards 
sprung up. 

Now, fingerprint checks are 
seen as the best way to identify 
the examinees. 

However, fingerprints are 
considered by some people to 
be connected with one’s privacy 
and honor. So controversy has 
arisen over whether this is a fea- 
sible way to cut down on cheat- 
ing and whether it is possible to 


Fingering the Cheats 

New ID system to crack down on exam cheats 



promote it nationwide. Opinions 
follow: 

Mr. Yan, a self-study examinee 
in Beijing, who has passed 
1 5 of the exams set for an 
undergraduate 

I think it’s good news. Nowa- 
days, it’s becoming more and more 
difficult for us to find a job. Why? 
It’s because the recruiting man- 
agers don’t believe in our certifi- 
cates. They doubt our abilities. The 
few cheats spoil our efforts. Cheat- 
ing is really rampant, especially 
in provinces outside Beijing. Fin- 
gerprint identification is a good 
way to improve people’s trust in 
our certificate, so I believe most 
of the self-study examinees, es- 
pecially those keen on acquiring 
something from their self study, 
would support this move. Actu- 
ally, restrictions on cheating are 
never strict enough. The stricter, 
the better. Just as the old Chinese 


saying goes, those who have a 
clear conscience will not be afraid 
of ghosts at their door. 

Mr. Zhang, also an examinee in 
Beijing, who has only passed 
four tests after two years’ 
study 

Fingerprint collection for all 
the examinees indicates they’re 
all under suspicion. It’s a humil- 
iation for us. I don’t think it 
is proper to infringe on the in- 
terests and honor of the major- 
ity of people. Besides, I think 
adoption of this method only for 
self-study exams shows discrim- 
ination against us. Why don’t 
they apply it to other exams like 
CET-4 which must be passed for 
a college student to get their 
degree? Cheating in this exam 
is also rampant. Moreover, pun- 
ishment of the cheats in our 
self-study exams is more severe. 
If you’re found cheating, you’re 


prohibited from attending ex- 
ams for the next two years, and 
you have to start from scratch 
two years later as all the other 
passed subjects would be can- 
celled. So this discrimination 
is a violation of human rights 
more than a means of identifica- 
tion. It’s unfair. 

Wu Xue, a policewoman from 
Qingdao 

I just regard it as common- 
place. The reason for fussy com- 
plaints is the old ideas in people’s 
minds. People used to link fin- 
gerprint identification with some- 
thing disgraceful. In the feudal 
society, poor people, mostly illiter- 
ate, signed contracts by pressing 
their fingerprints. And law en- 
forcement agencies routinely fin- 
gerprint people who are arrested 
to find out their true identity. But 
with the upgrading of technology, 
fingerprints are more and more 
widely used in our daily life. Ap- 
plicants for jobs requiring securi- 
ty clearance and those applying 
for licenses and permits are also 
fingerprinted. So there is nothing 
special in it. Its function is similar 
to the name and photo on your ID 
card, only more difficult to coun- 
terfeit. Maybe some day in the fu- 
ture, fingerprints will also be used 
in ID cards. 

Ms. Lee, a company clerk 
with junior middle school 
education 

I object to the use of finger- 
print identification. To be frank, 
I don’t think the cheats are to 
blame. Why would some people 
risk cheating just to get a de- 
gree? It’s not of their own will; 
it’s because of the social pres- 
sure imposed on them. I don’t 
know why many firms set such 
high academic standards. In my 
view, a degree is not so impor- 
tant as one’s all-round abilities. 
Take myself as an example. I 
am a salesgirl with a handmade 
gift company. Every day, I con- 
tact a lot of VIPs, most of whom 
have amazing educational back- 
ground. But I can persuade them 
into buying our products at a 
price 100 times our production 
cost. Besides, many of my col- 


leagues who have better edu- 
cation can’t match me in sales 
achievements. 

Ms. Luo, teacher at the Beijing 
Technology Research and 
Learning Institute, a privately- 
owned training school for self- 
study exams 

I support this measure 
against cheating. The impor- 
tance lies in its implications. It 
sends a warning signal to the 
lazy, unenthusiastic students. 
They can’t expect to benefit from 
cheating. The only way is to 
work hard. Besides, this is also 
a stimulant to the excellent stu- 
dents, as they will feel their 
efforts are more likely to be 
repaid. So this could improve 
the study atmosphere of the 
whole campus. As to the adop- 
tion of fingerprint identification 
nationwide, I only worry about 
the cost and technical require- 
ments. As our national economy 
is not developing in a balanced 
way, the western regions may 
find it financially and technical- 
ly difficult to apply the method. 
A director at the Beijing Yuan- 
mingyuan Institute, another 
privately-owned training 
school for self-study exams 

In my view, fingerprint iden- 
tification is improper. The Edu- 
cation Department of China has 
taken new measures this year to 
cut down on cheating from the 
very root - such as requiring a 
signature representing the exam- 
inees’ responsibility to bear the 
consequences of cheating. Finger- 
print identification is necessary in 
police stations, but I don’t think 
it should be used for students. We 
should try to foster integrity and 
honesty in the students. 

Ms. Wu, professor of law at 
the University of International 
Relations 

The legality of the move is not 
in question. There is no law or 
regulation prohibiting the collec- 
tion of fingerprints for adminis- 
trative needs. It’s not against the 
law but it is contrary to people’s 
usual way of dealing with things. 
Although there is no specific do- 
mestic human rights law, protec- 
tion of human rights is embodied 
throughout our constitution and 
in related laws and regulations. I 
think fingerprint identification is 
just a way to better protect the 
human rights of those abiding by 
the law. 
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iary company. So he has no direct 
responsibility for the accident. But 
it was under his leadership that 
some CNPC staff members failed 
to take effective safety and rescue 
measures. 

This has all changed people’s 
sense of public power. Poor man- 
agement, mediocre performance, 
inappropriate use of human re- 
sources and wrong decision-mak- 
ing, these are acts which could 
hardly be investigated in the past 
but now they can knock an official 
out of his post. 

Shi Yi, a postgraduate in law 

There is a trend to unduly exag- 
gerate the impact of these punish- 
ments. The suggestion is still that 
officials should shoulder respon- 
sibility conscientiously. That is to 
say, for certain officials, whether to 
remain or resign depends on their 
own minds. We cannot force them 
to resign. 

It shouldn’t just be a matter 
of attitude. The system requires 
a sound supervision system, and 
strict responsibility mechanism. 
There is absolutely no good in ex- 
aggerating the benefits of these 
punishments. 

Shen Runzhou, a student in 
Beijing 

In western countries, official ac- 
countability has been applied for 
many years. But we should be care- 
ful about introducing such a sys- 
tem into China. 

It requires a clear division of 
rights and responsibilities, but giv- 
en the political system in China, it 
is hard to say that we have a clear 
division. 

In a society with sound govern- 
ment, every official should take re- 
sponsibility, not just the top level. 
As far as I know, the top official is 
not the person directly in charge of 
security. What he should do is su- 
pervise other officials, rather than 
be responsible for everything. 

The system of accountability is 
a new thing in China, which needs 
to be standardized. The most im- 
portant thing is that responsibility 
should be clear. We should try to 
avoid spoiling things by excessive 
enthusiasm; maybe the slower, the 
better 

Ralph Jennings, an American 
teacher with Beijing 
Broadcasting Institute 

Resignations are a common way 
for governments or companies to 
show the public that they take 
accidents seriously. Yes, American 
agencies and businesses do the 
same to try to boost their public 
images after mishaps. 

However, accidents are seldom 
one person’s fault. Safety depends 
on every common person taking 
responsibility. Ordinary people’s 
everyday habits of pushing and 
crowding caused the Miyun acci- 
dent, for example, making it hard 
for any authorities to prevent. 

I’d rather know not about res- 
ignations but instead how the 
new leaders, after taking post, 
will stop fires and other acci- 
dents. I’d like to see their plans 
for making sure crowds don’t 
form — hard to prevent in China 
— and regular safety inspections. 
And I’d like to see them do it 
routinely, not just right after an 
accident or because the central 
government has sent orders. 
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Cyber 


riminals 



Reports are 
continuously 
emerging of cyber 
lovers being 
cheated, hurt or 
involved in 
scandals. Not only 
have marriages 
been ruined in real 
life, but more 
serious and 
dangerous 
situations have 
also arisen. 
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Angry netizens posted Kuaile Buyi’s photo on the Internet to warn others 


By Dong Nan 

S ure, if you feel lonely, bored 
and you’ve got a computer 
by hand, cyber love may 
seem like a great way to kill 
time. According to a survey by 
sina.com, which involved more 
than 17,000 Internet surfers, 
69% of them had already tried 
it. Another survey by sohu.com 
found that more than 50% of net 
surfers “trust cyber love”. 

The most convenient place to 
talk with an online lover is a chat 
room. According to a survey by the 
Chinese Internet Culture Associa- 
tion, 97% of Internet surfers have 
tried communicating with others 
in chat rooms. And there’s plenty 
of choice, with around 2,500 large- 
scale chat rooms available to Chi- 
nese surfers. 

Popular as it is, reports are 
continuously emerging of cyber 
lovers being cheated, hurt or in- 
volved in scandals. Not only have 
marriages been ruined in real life, 
but more serious and dangerous 
situations have also arisen. 

Love rat 

This month, netizens have 
been expressing their anger in a 
forum run by Netease, one of the 
most influential websites in Chi- 
na, about one of the forum’s for- 
mer administrators, whose net 
name was Kuaile Buyi (A Hap- 
py Plain Man). Apparently, he 
cheated some of the female fo- 
rum users out of hundreds of 
thousands of yuan. 

According to Hanqiong Diming 
(Cold Song of Crickets), one of the 
female victims, Kuaile Buyi was 
good at writing, a skill that helped 
him become an administrator on 
the Netease page in which he talk- 
ed about feelings and love. Many 
women adored him. 

After her marriage broke up, 
Hanqiong Diming found herself 
falling in love with Kuaile Buyi, 
and she believed that he loved 
her deeply. However, after they 
met at the beginning of 2004, 
he asked her to lend him 50,000 
yuan, since his former girlfriend 
was dying of cancer. 

Hanqiong Diming was moved 
by his kindness and gave him the 
money. But then Kuaile Buyi dis- 
appeared and she didn’t see him 
again. After that Hanqiong Dim- 
ing realized she had been cheated. 

In February this year, Hanq- 
iong Diming posted her story in 
the Netease forum. She wasn’t 
surprised when she found out 
that other female net surfers 
had had similar experiences. One 
of them even lent Kuaile Buyi 
150,000 yuan this March. 

However, these female victims 
were unwilling to sue Kuaile 
Buyi, since most of them were 
married and could not afford 
such a big scandal. 

Till now, Kuaile Buyi has not 
been found or punished. 

“What he did damaged peo- 
ple’s trust in the Internet, and 
hurt people’s most beautiful feel- 


ings,” said Sophiedream, a net 
surfer on Netease. 

In fact, many people have had 
unfortunate experiences in rela- 
tionships with cyber lovers, but 
not all of them were as unlucky 
as Kuaile Buyi’s “lovers”. 

“Last year, I dated a girl sev- 
eral times after meeting her in a 
chatroom,” said Hongchen Jiang- 
hu (Dust and Rivers), a postgradu- 
ate student, to Beijing Today. “She 
was less than 20 years old and told 
me she was a college student.” 

But the girl asked Hongchen Ji- 
anghu to lend her 2,000 yuan. He 
told her he would like to help her, 
but he was a poor student as well 
and so much money was beyond 
his means. The girl immediately 
broke off contact with him. 


“At that time, I felt my heart 
was broken, but it’s better than 
having my wallet broken. Com- 
pared with the women who 
were cheated by Kuaile Buyi, 
I think I was lucky,” said Hon- 
gchen Jianghu. 

Lovers become rapists 

On April 4, police in Chaohu, 
Anhui saved 18-year-old Cheng 
Anfang, a middle school stu- 
dent, from a local whorehouse. 
She was taken there by her cy- 
ber lover, “Handsome Man”, two 
weeks before. 

The two met in a chat room and 
started dating on March 20. To- 
gether with an accomplice, Hand- 
some Man started feeding Cheng 
with sleeping pills. They took some 
naked photos of her and then raped 


her. After that, they took her to 
a whorehouse and forced her to 
prostitute herself. 

There have been numerous 
cases of teenagers being taken 
advantage of in this way. In Au- 
gust last year, Beijing citizen 
Liu Lumin was sentenced to 
four years in prison for sexu- 
ally abusing Weiwei, a 13-year- 
old girl. 

Weiwei met Liu online in 
2002. the 43-year-old man was 
considerate, humorous and pas- 
sionate. Weiwei fell in love with 
him immediately and made love 
with him after their first date. 
After that, he took Weiwei out 
and continuously had sexual 
intercourse with her. 

One time, Weiwei was away 


from her family for 40 days, during 
which time Liu offered her drugs. 
It was only then that Weiwei be- 
gan to regret her actions. She de- 
cided to sue Liu. 

In court, Liu claimed that he 
did not know Weiwei was only 13, 
and he said everything that hap- 
pened had been with both sides’ 
consent. However, Weiwei’s moth- 
er said in court that she had told 
Liu how old Weiwei was several 
times. 

But teenagers are not only vic- 
tims. Yang, an 18-year-old girl in 
Changsha, Hunan dated her cyber 
lover, “Hug You and Kiss You”. Af- 
ter he suggested making love, she 
refused, so he raped her and stole 
her money. 

When police traced “Hug You 
and Kiss You” to a net cafe in 
Xiangtan on April 6, they found he 
was only 16 years old. He admitted 
that he had raped several other 
cyber lovers and taken their mon- 
ey as well. All the girls had been 
around 16 - 18 years old. 

“Teenagers are easily influenced, 
and they do not have much social 
experience. Besides, many teenag- 
ers do not know how to protect their 
privacy on the Internet and they 
willingly give their personal infor- 
mation to strangers, such as true 
names, telephone numbers, schools 


and addresses. This makes it easy 
for them to become targets of crim- 
inals,” said Zhang Xuemei, vice 
chief of Beijing Legal Aid and Re- 
search Center for Children. 

“And of course, pornography 
and deviant pages on the Internet 
play a negative role here,” said 
Zhang. 

Zhang said that teenagers are 
not the only people who need to 
be educated about using the In- 
ternet. She suggested that par- 
ents and teachers should improve 
their knowledge about it as well, 
“so they can be aware of what 
children and students are doing 
on the Internet.” 

Lovers become killers 

On February 15, a man was 
found trying to commit suicide at 
his home in Wuhan. Afterwards, 
he admitted that he had killed 
his cyber lover the evening be- 
fore on Valentine’s Day. 

The man, with the net name 
“Flying Dust”, got to know his cy- 
ber lover “Rain Drop”, a 25-year- 
old flower store keeper, at the 
end of 2003. But Rain Drop’s par- 
ents disapproved of her having 
such an intimate cyber relation- 
ship. So on Valentine’s Day, she 
told Flying Dust that she had to 
break up with him. He flew into 
a rage and strangled her, and 
then tried to cut the arteries on 
his neck and wrists. 

“I love her, I want to be with 
her forever,” he said later, when 
asked why he had done it. 

On April 7, a man’s body was 
found in a hotel room in Dengshik- 
ou, Beijing. The man, called Zhang 
Yang, had been killed by his cyber 
lover, Liang Yixia, because he re- 
fused to marry her. Liang was ar- 
rested when she came back to get 
her mobile phone recharger. 

According to Liang, in May 
2003 she had been raped by three 
men she met on the Internet, and 
they also took her money. After 
that, Zhang, a seemingly gentle 
and rich man, renewed her trust 
in cyber love. But after they had 
sex, he told her that it was im- 
possible for him to marry a cyber 
lover. Liang felt so humiliated 
that she fed him with sleeping 
pills and then strangled him with 
adhesive tape. 

At the police station Liang said 
she felt no regret for what she had 
done. “He deserved this punish- 
ment,” she said repeatedly. 

However, it’s not all bad news. 
“In real life you come across var- 
ious bad things, such as cheat- 
ing, sexual abuse and murder. 
But that’s not all you find,” said 
30-year-old Liu Jiantao, who met 
his wife on the Internet. The cou- 
ple will celebrate their wedding 
anniversary in June. 

“Surfing on the Internet and 
having cyber lovers are the same 
thing. Like in real life, sincerity, 
responsibility and self-discipline 
are needed. And you always have 
to be cautious and know how to 
protect yourself,” he said. 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great WalTj 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

m From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take b us no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Ren ming Daxue stop. 
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By Sun Ming/ Wang Fang 

S ince last May, 171 babies 
from rural areas in Fuy- 
ang, Anhui Province have 
suffered from a strange disease. 

When they were born, they 
were quite healthy However, af- 
ter being fed milk powder, their 
heads became swollen, their bod- 
ies failed to grow properly and 
they became weak. Local people 
called them “big head babies”. 

Until now, thirteen of the in- 
fants affected have died of nutri- 
tional deficiencies. What disease is 
this, and how did they catch it? 

The tragedy has caught na- 
tional attention. Premier Wen 
Jiabao has vowed a thorough 
investigation and severe penal- 
ties for the producers of the fake 
milk powder. An investigation 
team comprising experts from 
the State Bureau of Quality and 
Technical Supervision, the Min- 
istry of Public Health and the 
National Administration Bureau 
for Industry and Commerce went 
to Fuyang, Anhui on Monday. 
Who killed the babies? 

Six-month-old Li Kan has not 
been breast fed by his mother. In- 
stead, he received “Pu Meng” milk 
powder produced in Heilongjiang 
Province. His parents bought it 
from a small shop in Fuyang for 
8.5 yuan, a relatively low price 
for baby milk powder. 

A month ago, Li’s family noticed 
that there was something wrong 
with the baby. He weighed 4.5 kilo- 
grams when he was bom; now, he 
is 250 grams lighter and has blu- 
ish lips, a disproportionately large 
head, and short, bony limbs. 

“At the beginning of March, 
we brought him to Fuyang Peo- 
ple’s Hospital. After an examina- 
tion, we found out that the total 
protein in his blood is only half 
that of normal babies,” his moth- 
er, Liu Haiying was quoted by 
CCTV as saying on Monday. 

“This is caused by serious nutri- 
tional deficiency,” said Guo Yuhuai, 
director of the paediatrician sec- 
tion of the hospital, to Xinhua. 

Fuyang People’s Hospital alone 
has received more than 60 such ba- 
bies since 2003. Most of them are 
younger than six months old and 
eight of them have died from nu- 
tritional deficiency. However, these 
are only the ones who have been 
found. Guo says there may be 
many more. 

“These babies died in the hos- 
pital and we have some records 
showing that there are some par- 
ents who gave up the treatment 
since they did not have enough 
money or because they saw little 
hope. What happened to these 
babies we cannot say.” 

As more and more “big head 
babies” came for treatment, doc- 
tors and parents started to sus- 
pect the milk powder which was 
the only food for these babies. 

“After investigation, we found 
out the problem was the fake 
milk powder. The protein stan- 
dard and other nutritional stan- 
dards do not meet the national 
standards at all,” said Guo. 

No nutrition in the fake milk 
powder 

According to Qi Yong, chief 
of the Food Administration Sec- 
tion of Fuyang Centre for Dis- 
eases Prevention and Control, 
they have received samples of 13 
different brands of milk powder 
from families since last year and 
all of them are fake. 

According to the national 
standard, the protein contained 
in baby milk powder should be 
more than 18%. However, the 
protein in the fake milk is only 
around 2% and the amount of 
calcium, phosphorous, zinc and 
iron also do not meet the na- 
tional standard. 

Qi said, “The fake milk basical- 
ly does not contain any nutrition. 
The rice gruel people used to feed 
to babies contains more nutrition 
than this fake milk powder.” 

Guo, the director of the pae- 
diatrician section of Fuyang Peo- 
ple’s Hospital remarked that in 
some of the fake milk powder, 
the bacterium and iron contained 
exceeds the standard. This can 
damage the heart, liver, kidneys 
and other organs. Babies’ immu- 
nity will be so low that compli- 
cations can easily occur. If these 
babies are not found and treated 
immediately, they will die of or- 
gan failure. 

Fake milk powder spreads in 
rural areas 

Fuyang seems to have the worst 


Fake Milk Powder Kills Babies 


problem with the fake milk pow- 
der. Since a large number of local 
farmers hunt for work in cities, 
they have to leave their babies to 
be fed with milk powder. 

The packs of the fake milk 
powder look impressive and come 
printed with various reassuring 
signs and slogans. 

The retail price for a 400-gram 
bag of fake milk powder is about 
10 yuan, much cheaper than fa- 
mous brand milk powder. An 
anonymous distributor told Xin- 
min Weekly that they could buy 
the fake milk powder for 4-5 
yuan and sell if for 10 yuan 
for retail and at least 8.5 yuan 
for wholesale. These profits are 
much higher than for standard 
milk powder. 

Xinmin Weekly said on Sat- 
urday that the producers of the 
fake milk powder usually claim 
it’s produced in Heilongjiang or 
Inner Mongolia, areas famous for 
their dairy products. 

Can’t prohibit the fake milk 
industry? 

Last December, Fuyang Ad- 
ministration Bureau for Indus- 
try and Commerce carried out a 
comprehensive investigation into 
the milk powder with a focus 
on rural areas. They found the 
problem was severe: 33 of the 
75 brands they chose at random 
were fake. 

Last Friday, CCTV made some 
secret inquires in remote moun- 
tain areas in Fuyang with a list 
of the fake milk powder prepared 
by the local Administration Bu- 
reau for Industry and Commerce 
and the Centre for Diseases Pre- 
vention and Control. 

In Wumingzhen, a town 30 ki- 
lometres from Fuyang, the CCTV 
reporter went into a grocery 
store, asking if they had “Guai 
Guai Bao” milk powder produced 



in Inner Mongolia. The shopkeep- 
er quickly picked up a packet 
from the shelf. When the reporter 
questioned its quality, the shop- 
keeper said, “take it easy, this 
milk powder has been proved and 
the taste is good. I have many 
customers.” 

In another supermarket which 
is less than 200 metres from 
Wuming Administration Station 
for Industry and Commerce, the 
reporter found many brands 
which had been proclaimed fake 
by the Fuyang Administration 
Bureau for Industry and Com- 
merce and the Centre for Diseas- 
es Prevention and Control. 

When the reporter questioned 
if these products were safe to 
drink, the vendor gave the same 
response and indicated that the 
goods had been checked by the 
Administration Bureau for In- 


dustry and Commerce. 

As to this result, Li Tie, vice 
director of Fuyang Administra- 
tion Bureau for Industry and 
Commerce remarked that they of- 
ten selectively examined the milk 
powder sold in the market but 
the vendors would hide the fake 
brands before they got there. 

He said that since the begin- 
ning of this year, Fuyang Admin- 
istration Bureau for Industry and 
Commerce has issued several cau- 
tionary notices to consumers and 
listed 33 brands of fake milk pow- 
der. However, after changing the 
packs or names, some of the fake 
milk powder was still on sale in 
rural markets. 

The investigation showed that 
none of the fake milk powder 
found in Fuyang was produced 
locally. Two of them were from 
two Beijing based companies. 


On Monday, 1,743 packs of 
fake milk powder which were pro- 
duced by the two Beijing based 
companies, Beijing Bei Le Dairy 
Company and Beijing Wei Er 
Dairy Company, were seized by 
Beijing Administration Bureau 
for Industry and Commerce. 
Authorities admit flawed 
market supervision 

Song Jiawei, executive vice 
mayor of Fuyang government, ad- 
mitted to CCTV on Saturday that 
supervision of the local markets 
by the government was flawed. 

“We should recognize that the 
supervision mechanism is flawed. 
It is due to the irresponsibility 
of some governmental depart- 
ments. We have already estab- 
lished a responsibility system so 
we will punish those who were 
responsible”, said Song. 

As to compensation for the fam- 


ilies of the victims, Song suggested 
two steps: one is to help the fami- 
lies get compensation via the Con- 
sumers’ Association and the Legal 
Aid Centre, and the other one is 
to subsidize the poor families with 
government funds. 

On Tuesday, the government of 
Anhui required all relevant de- 
partments to carry out a thorough 
investigation of the milk powder 
market. They promised to punish 
the lawbreakers, prosecute incom- 
petent staff and try their best to 
save the affected babies. 

Li Qin, chief of the Special 
Supervision and Inspection Sec- 
tion of the State Supervision 
and Administration Bureau of 
Food and Drugs told CCTV 
about his worries before he set 
off for Fuyang on Monday. “We 
are afraid that fake milk pow- 
der may be on the market in 
other places. It is quite urgent 
to find the truth and reduce the 
harm as soon as possible”. 

Not the end 

On Wednesday this week, five 
wholesalers suspected of selling 
fake milk powder were caught. 
Two of them confessed and re- 
vealed their purchasing chan- 
nels. Ma Lanhua, Liu Biao and 
the three other suspects are milk 
powder wholesalers in Huaibei 
market and other markets in 
Fuyang. In the investigation con- 
ducted by the Fuyang authori- 
ties, the wholesale market was 
the focus and they wanted to find 
the source of the fake milk pow- 
der. They have executed 42 cases 
relating to the sale of fake milk 
powder so far. 

In addition, according to the 
report by CCTV on Wednesday, 
fake milk powder and other “big 
head babies” have been found in 
Heze, Shandong which is next to 
Fuyang. 

The government investiga- 
tion team which was sent to 
Fuyang also confirmed this 
week that the fake milk con- 
tained little protein, causing 
nutritional deficiency. 


More Bodies Found in Munlerer’s Yard 


By Zeng Pengyu/ Dong Nan 

T wo more victims’ bodies 
have been dug up four 
months after the case in Pingyu, 
Henan in which a serial killer 
was executed for murdering 17 
boys. On April 14 and 15, two 
more bodies were found in the 
yard of the house where Huang 
Yong, the culprit, lived. The case 
startled the whole country in 
November 2003. 

Beijing Today reported on the 
case in November. A number of 
local boys had disappeared since 
September 2001, and it turned 
out that Huang, a 29-year-old 
Pingyu male resident, had lured 
the young men back to his home 
by promising to show them a 
computer game. He then killed 
them and buried their bodies 
around his house and in the 
yard. All the victims were sec- 
ondary school male students or 
men aged around 20. Huang was 
executed in December 2003. 

Local police came under fire 
for failing to investigate the dis- 
appearances sooner and doubts 
have been renewed after the 
discovery of two more bodies. 
The police had initially suggest- 
ed that Huang had killed more 
than 20 boys and now parents 
of the victims are full of doubt 
about the investigation and its 
conclusion that he had killed 
just 17. 

More bodies found 

In the evening of March 26, 
families of the victims gath- 
ered in Huang’s yard since the 
Chinese Tomb-sweeping Day, a 
day of remembrance, was com- 
ing up on April 5. They wanted 
to hold a small memorial cer- 
emony for their sons. But they 
soon discovered more human 
bones lying around. 

“We felt it was strange and 
began to dig the earth. Soon we 
discovered many bones includ- 
ing skull fragments and shoul- 
der blades. We also found two 
kitchen knifes still stained with 
blood and with hairs on them,” 
said Wang Liuchao, the father of 
murdered student Wang Liang, 
to Beijing Youth Daily. 

The next day, the parents 


V 



Mothers of the murder victims with their sons’ photos 



Another body is dug up 


reported it to the local police. 
But after two weeks, they got 
no response. 

On April 14, a Beijing Youth 
Daily reporter went to Huang’s 
house in Pingyu, together with 
Doctor Deng Yajun, a Beijing le- 
gal medical expert who had been 
contacted by the parents. 

Wang Liuchao and Han 
Zhongyao, fathers of other vic- 
tims, dug in the pit where they 
had found the bones and knives 
on March 26 but they found noth- 
ing more. After that, they dug 
in the ground next to Huang’s 
kitchen, where Huang said he 
had buried several bodies. Po- 
lice called this area “pit one”. 
After ten minutes, more bones 
were dug up. Deng recognized 


that they were human vertebra. 

After one hour, another body 
was found, missing the head and 
lower legs. Deng said that the 
victim had been dead for several 
months at least. The men stopped 
digging and called the police. 

The next day, local police 
found another body. 

How many victims? 

Of course, the news was 
shocking to the parents of the 
murdered young men. However, 
since the murderer Huang Yong 
had been executed in December 
last year, it was difficult to get 
any further explanation. 

Last November, after the case 
was concluded, the 17 young 
men’s parents had a DNA screen- 
ing and received their sons’ bod- 


ies based on the result. But the 
new evidence made them doubt 
the whole thing. 

“Which bodies did we receive? 
Did they include two who were 
not from our 17 families? Why 
did the police claim Huang killed 
17 people?” many parents com- 
plained to Beijing Youth Daily. 

When a Beijing Youth Daily 
reporter went to Pingyu on No- 
vember 16, 2003 to investigate 
the case, parents told him the 
victims numbered “23 people”, 
which was what the local police 
had told them. The reporter 
went to Pingyu Police Bureau 
to check the number, but was 
turned away. 

The next day, local police for- 
mally announced to the media 
that there were 17 victims. At 
that time, only five days had 
passed between the case com- 
ing to light and being declared 
closed. However, Beijing Youth 
Daily visited parents of 20 boys 
who had disappeared. The re- 
porter asked local police to check 
but was refused again. 

Where did the number of 17 
come from? On April 14, the 
Beijing Youth Daily reporter saw 
a police record, which said that 
the police had found six pits with 
bodies and dug out 17 bodies. 

Among the 17 bodies, two 
were spotted in “pit one”. The 
record said that the body was 
found 95 centimeters below the 
ground. The body which was also 
found in “pit one” on April 14 
was buried roughly a meter be- 
neath the ground. 

The other body the police 
found on April 15 was located in 
“pit three”. The record showed 
that the police only dug down to 
65 centimeters in November last 
year and found one body only. 

“On that day, there were more 
and more dead bodies. Even the 
policemen felt it was horrible. At 
last, we did not dig for more,” 
said a local villager who partic- 
ipated in the digging last No- 
vember to Beijing Youth Daily. 

The same police report also 
said that Huang had told Zhang, 
the last and only surviving vic- 
tim, “I am a killer. I have killed 


more than 20 men.” 

Whose bodies are they? 

Are there any more young 
men who disappeared and might 
have been killed by Huang? On 
April 15, Beijing Youth Daily vis- 
ited parents of two other missing 
boys: 16-year-old Wang Songlin 
and 19-year-old Feng Chong. 
Both of them disappeared in ear- 
ly 2002. 

Wang Yun, Wang Songlin’s 
aunt, said that Wang liked surf- 
ing on the Internet in net ca- 
fes. After he disappeared, his 
family reported it to the police 
immediately, but heard noth- 
ing after that. After Huang’s 
case was investigated, Wang’s 
aunt went to the police but was 
told that his name was not in 
the list of victims. 

‘We were shocked and fearful 
when we heard that two more 
bodies had been found, “ Wang Yun 
said. “Anyway, we still hope the 
police can find whether one of the 
two bodies is Wang Songlin’s.” 

After the case was concluded 
last year, many parents protest- 
ed that during the two previous 
years, local police did not pay 
much attention to the fact that 
so many young men had disap- 
peared. To find their lost sons, 
many families paid everything 
they had. 

After the case, the local 
government paid every family 
50,000 yuan as “relief’. 

At the end of last November, 
Henan government dismissed 
the president of Pingyu Police 
Bureau and Pingyu Education 
Bureau, finding them responsi- 
ble for the delay in investigating 
the case. The heads of Pingyu 
No.l High School and No. 2 High 
School were also fired for not 
paying enough attention to the 
disappearance of so many stu- 
dents in such a short time. 

The two newly discovered bod- 
ies have aroused local anger again. 
“Since all the victims were young 
men, popular indignation was ex- 
tremely great at that time. And 
the media got involved. I think the 
government wished to appease 
people by ending the case as soon 
as possible,” a parent of one of the 
victims told Beijing Youth Daily. 

Huang was sentenced to 
death 27 days after he was ar- 
rested, and was executed 17 days 
after the sentence. 





© 'iL 


IEUING TODAY 


E-mail: zhaopu@ynet.com 


APRIL 23, 2004 



EDITORS: ZHAO PU SU WEI DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


Rise of the Peacock Princess 


By Sheng Mingming 

D ynamic Yunnan, cho- 
reographed and direct- 
ed by Yang Liping, was 
quite a hit when staged at Baoli 
Theater in Beijing from April 10 
to 16. This large-scale dance 
drama expresses the hard la- 
bor, love and beliefs of the 
Yunnan people. 

The show features dancers 
from about 20 ethnic groups 
from southwest China such 
as the Yi, Dai, Bai, Jingpo, 
Va, Hani and Jino. “We inte- 
grate the essence of the sim- 
ple and unadorned dances of 
the mountains and villages and 
demonstrate their most original 
elements,” explains Yang. 

Yang Liping, herself born in 
Dali and a member of the Bai 
ethnic minority, has become 
one of China’s most celebrat- 
ed dancers, widely known as 
“Peacock Princess”, after an 
award-winning performance in 
which she imitated the move- 
ments of the bird. 




To create Dynamic Yunnan, 
Yang spent 15 months com- 
piling her choreography based 
on folk dances from the villag- 
es and mountains of Yunnan 
Province. She watched the vil- 
lagers dancing, studied their 
steps and aimed to recreate the 
most distinctive movements. 
“Folk dance has roots among 
the common people and is 
passed down from one gen- 
eration to the next. This is a 
spiritual journey for me,” said 
Yang. “My work is to discover 
and polish the gems so they 
glitter again.” 

Rather than inviting profes- 
sionals to perform, Yang insist- 
ed on persuading local farmers 
to join her troupe because “they 
are the people who dance for 
love and life with ‘original spirit’.” 

About 70 percent of the danc- 
ers in Yang’s troupe are ethnic 
minority villagers. Yang felt that 
professional dancers could not 
perform as dynamically or natu- 
rally. “I do not require high danc- 
ing skills from them, but each 
of them has their own individual 
move,” she said. 

Yang made no compromis- 
es and tried to present the 
most original elements of danc- 
es, songs, props and costumes. 
Not only the music, but also 
the costumes and stage props 
are original ones provided by 
the ethnic farmers. All the 62 
large drums and 1 20 masks with 
strong ethnic characteristics in- 
corporated in the performance 
were made by the farmers. Oth- 
er props, like a “praying stone” 
and bull’s head, are all real. The 
costumes that the girls wear to 
dance are cut and embroidered 
by themselves. 

Critics have praised the 
show, saying it breathes new 
life into the culture of Yunnan. In 
the recent Water Lily Awards of 
the China Dance Competition, 
it won the Golden Award, Best 
Choreography Award, Best Ac- 
tress Award and Best Costume 
Design Award. 

Since its debut in Kunming, 
capital of Yunnan Province, 
last August, Dynamic Yunnan 
has had 129 performances 
across the country. Plans are 
now underway to take the 
show to the US, Japan, Sin- 
gapore and Australia. 







Yang lining: 
my dances 
derive from 
my ethnic roots 

The following section is based 
on various interviews with Yang 
Liping in the local media. 

Q: You come from the deep 
mountains of Xishuanghanna, a 
most exotic region of Yunnan 
Province. What was your 
childhood like ? 

Yang: I’m from the Bai 
ethnic minority in Dali, Yunnan. 
After my parents’ divorce, I 
grew up with my mother, two 
sisters and brother. As the 
eldest child in the family, I did 
farm work, grazed sheep and 
cattle and looked after my three 
younger sisters and brother. But 
I never thought life was too 
hard. I often ran and danced 
barefoot in the mountains, just 
like other kids my age. 


Yang Liping in Yunnan 


Q: How did your childhood 
influence your dancing career ? 

Yang: I received little formal 
education and never officially 
enrolled in a dance school. But I 
come from the Bai ethnic group, 
and we’re all born able to sing 
and dance. We dance at harvest 
time, we dance to celebrate 
weddings, and we dance at 
funerals. Dancing is part of 
our everyday life. It is entirely 
natural and cannot be learned. 

Q: You didn't receive formal 
dance training. That makes it 
hard to achieve success, doesn't it? 

Yang: You are quite wrong on 
this point. People often narrow 
the definition of dance. Dance 
is everywhere. Movement of 
the body can come from farm 
work, such as transplanting 
rice seedlings, or turning a 
millstone; it could also follow 
anything in nature: clouds, a 
tree, a swimming fish. By 
observing and studying how 
butterflies flap their wings or 
watching the fire, I can imitate 
the movements with my body. 
From imagination to body 
movements, it’s such an easy 
and natural thing for me. 


Q: What made you develop 
your own training methods, 
different from the training you 
were receiving? 

Yang: After I was accepted 
into the Central Nationalities 
Song and Dance Ensemble in 
Beijing, at the beginning I 
followed the routine training of 
ballet and other folk dances, but 
later I found it unsuitable for 
me. That stereotyped academic 
training got me all tied-up, 
making it hard to dance in my 
own way, so I invented my 
own training techniques. The 
ballet dancers could not even 
stand up with out this academic 
training, but all my dances 
are derived from my ethnic 
roots, from nature. We dance 
to express our life, not to 
show performing skills. Anyway, 
it was not a good thing in 
the 1980s when individuality 
was deemed unusual and 
unacceptable. 

Q: You became famous 
overnight in a national dance 
contest in the mid-1980s for your 
“Soul of the Peacock''. You must 
have a lot to say about the 
peacock. 

Yang: In the ethnic 
minority areas of Yunnan, 
the peacock is a totem. Our 
imitation comes out of 
respect and love towards 
peacocks and our 
inspiration to dance is 
inspired by their 
movements. 

Q: What do you 
think is the essence of 
dancing? 

Yang: Dancing is 
not my profession, 
but a lifestyle, as it 
is for other ethnic 
people. The Bai 
ethnic people call people 
like me ‘bimo\ a witch who has a 
gift of dancing. When I was very 
young, my grandmother told 
me that singing and dancing 
is one way we live and one 
way we express ourselves. The 
bimo talks with the gods and 
communicates between earth 
and heaven through dancing. 

I don’t like the prevailing 
contemporary “avant-garde folk 
dance”, people wearing tights to 
perform Tibetan dance or high- 
heeled shoes to perform folk 
dances. I don’t know much 
about the enigmatic theories at 
the academies, but my criteria 
for dance is very simple: No 
artificial affectations and no 
impurities. 

Q: These farmers you selected 
for Dynamic Yunnan have 
become a hot topic. 

Yang: Over 60 villagers from 
remote areas in Yunnan were 
invited to perform on the stage. 
Some were found when they 
were grazing cattle, and some 
were doing farm labor. It is 
these people that can portray 
the most traditional ethnic 
flavor. It is hard to say who 
was teaching and who was 
learning during our rehearsals. 
They joined for various simple 


reasons. Some of them came for 
the chance to see the world 
outside their villages and some 
just joined for fun. One girl 
came to earn money to help 
buy cattle. Nobody considers 
it a mission to protect and 
inherit the culture. Neither do I. 
Dancing is just in our blood. 

Q: Some reports say that you 
consider promoting dying folk 
arts as your responsibility. 

Yang: “Responsibility” is a 
word added by other people, but 
I do feel it would be a great 
pity if I hadn’t done it. I don’t 
know if I can stop the fading 
away of this precious art form, 
but at least I can demonstrate 
its essence and show people 
that such an excellent art form 
once existed. The trend will not 
be turned by a single person’s 
efforts. 

Q: But you do have a strong 
sense of the value of your 
culture? 

Yang: I lived in Yunnan for 
more than 30 years before I 
came to Beijing. I’ m proud 
of being born in this “home 
of dance and song”. The 


native dances are the source 
of my choreography. Every year, 

I return to Yunnan to collect 
and learn people’s original folk 
dances to get inspiration. But 
I’ve found some folk dances 
disappear very fast like many 
other cultural heritages, and 
that makes me worried. 

Q: Dynamic Yunnan has been 
staged 129 times since its debut 
in August last year, with great 
success. Were you confident of 
such success? And how did you 
market the show ? 

Yang: To be frank, I didn’t 
really pay much attention to the 
potential success of the dance 
at the beginning. But I firmly 
believe that ethnic folk dance 
that has survived and developed 
for thousands of years must 
have its own unique charm and 
glamour. Dynamic Yunnan is 
an artistic product. Genuine art 
also has high commercial value. 
It can make good money. 

Q: There were stories that 
you had to sell your home, do 
some TV ads and perform in 
other shows to finance Dynamic 
Yunnan. 

Yang: In 2001, when I went 
back to Dali to shoot a dance 
album as a conclusion to my 
dance career, I accepted 
excitedly the invitation by the 
Yunnan Travelling Song and 
Dance Troupe to create a dance 
drama about the life of ethnic 
people. However, the 
preparations were 
time-consuming. They finally 
gave up and withdrew all of 
their investment, so I was left 
in a dilemma. With help from 
my friends, I sold my house in 
Dali to keep the team going. I 
didn’t see it as a disaster. It was 
an investment. I invest to dance. 
That’s what I love. 

Q: When you retire from the 
stage one day, will you feel lost? 

Yang: I come from the Bai 
Ethnic Minority, and dancing is 
in my blood. Even if I’m not still 
dancing on the stage someday, I 
will still dance anywhere I can 
in my daily life. 

(Sources: Chuncheng 
Evening News , News Week 
and CCTV) 


Scenes from Dynamic Yunnan 

Photos by Chen Bai / Gu Bin 
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By Peng Juan 

Niuheliang late neolithic age 
site 

The excavation at the No. 16 
Site in the southwest of the Ni- 
uheliang Site in Liaoning Province 
last year uncovered six tombs and 
479 relics. A stone tomb measur- 
ing 3.9 x 3.1 x 4.7 meters is the 
largest neolithic tomb found at Ni- 
uheliang, the center of the Hong- 
shan Culture (3770-2920 BC). 

It contained a well-preserved 
skeleton along with a life-like jade 
human figurine, a jade phoenix 
and a jade dragon, providing im- 
portant clues for the study of buri- 
al customs, religious and sacrificial 
rituals, and uses of jade during the 
Hongshan Culture period. 

Bronze workshops at 
Zhouyuan 

In April last year, ruins of 
bronze workshops of the Western 
Zhou Dynasty were unearthed 
in Zhouyuan, Shaanxi Province, 
spreading across Zhuangbai and 
Lijia villages. 

The excavation uncovered 120 
ash pits, eight house foundations, 
two wells, three ash ditches, 35 
tombs and a horse-and-chariot 
pit. Thousands of pottery and 
bronze artifacts including ding, 
pots, bronze bells, and bronze 
buttons were recovered. The most 
valuable relics were a number of 
pottery moulds with intricate en- 
gravings. 

Known as the “home of bronze 
ware,” Zhouyuan has yielded 
large quantities of ancient bronze 
artifacts. But it is until the dis- 
covery of this site that the mys- 
tery of where bronze artifacts 
were made comes to light. 
Terracotta warrior pits and 
earthenware kilns at Mount 
Weishan 

Another terracotta army was 
found last year at Mount Weis- 
han, Shandong Province! The 
Han Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD) 
tomb complex includes three ter- 
racotta warrior pits (one ruined), 
over 30 tombs and three kilns. 

The No. 1 pit is 9.7 meters long 
and 1.9 meters wide, containing 
173 life-sized painted terracotta 
soldiers, 56 horses, four chariots 
and more than 90 shields. Follow- 
ing the burial custom of the Han 
nobles, the soldiers and chariots 
are arranged in formation, with 
cavalry to the fore, chariots at the 
center, and infantry, holding spears 
and shields, to the rear. In the No. 
2 pit, 11 huge wooden trunks were 
found, as well as painted terracot- 
ta women, each with a unique fa- 
cial expression. 

Listed as China’s third-larg- 
est terracotta army pit, the lay- 
out provides a vivid picture of 
the typical formation of Han cav- 
alry, charioteers and foot soldiers 
when setting out for battle. 

Royal kilns of the Ming and 
Qing dynasties in Jingdezhen 

From 2002 to 2003, two ex- 
cavations were carried out at 
the site of the Zhushan royal 



Bronzeware ding from Meixin County, Shaanxi 



Pottery mould from Zhouyuan Weishan terracotta figures 

bronze workshop 


Jindezhen royal porcelain jar 


The cache contains 27 bronze 
pieces, each with engraved in- 
scriptions. The 350-character in- 
scription on a bronze plate is one 
of the longest ever found. The 
inscriptions on each of 12 bronze 
dings list the 12 Western Zhou 
kings, with information about 
each period. Two bronze vessels 
are inscribed with the year, 
month, Heavenly Stems and 
Earthly Branches, and phases of 
the moon. 

The finds provide valuable 
materials for the study of the 
Shan clan, the history and cul- 


Hongshan jade figurine 

kilns of the Ming (1368-1644) 
and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties 
at Jingdezhen, Jiangxi Prov- 
ince. Porcelains of various kinds 
are the pride of the excavation, 
such as bottles, pots, jars, bowls, 
plates, cups, some of which are 
rare examples of their types. A 
group of six gourd-shaped kilns 
were also found. 

The Zhushan royal kilns made 
porcelain only for the Ming and 
Qing imperial families. The new 


finds provide valuable materials 
for further study of royal kilns, 
firing techniques and porcelain 
characteristics, and the manu- 
facturing administrative system 
of those periods. 

Dashigu Xia Dynasty city 

The site of Dashigu, a city of 
the Xia Dynasty (2100-1600 BC), 
was excavated in the suburbs 
of Zhengzhou, capital of Henan 
Province between March 2002 
and December 2003. 

The rectangular site consists 
of the city wall and two 2-2.8-me- 
ter-deep parallel moats, as well 


as foundation remains, tombs 
and ditches containing fragments 
of earthen drainpipes. The most 
unexpected find was traces of a 
circular moat dating back to the 
early Shang Dynasty (1600-1100 
BC), lying between the city wall 
and the Xia moats. 

Western Zhou Dynasty bronze 
cache atYangjia 

On January 19 last year, ar- 
chaeologists unearthed a bronze 
cache of the Western Zhou Dy- 
nasty (1100-771 BC) Shan clan 
in Yangjia, a village in Meixian 
County, Shaanxi. 


ture of the Western Zhou, and the 
relationships between the Zhou 
and the northwestern tribes. 

Liao Dynasty tomb on Mount 
Tuerji 

In March last year, a tomb of a 
Khitan aristocrat of the early Liao 
Dynasty (916-1125) was unearthed 
at Mount Tueiji in Inner Mongo- 
lia. Large quantities of bronze, sil- 
ver, gold, lacquer and wood pieces 
and silk were found inside. 

The tomb contained a coffin 
painted mainly in red and black, 
decorated with designs of celes- 
tial cranes, phoenixes, peonies 
and propitious clouds. Bells were 
hung along the edges. An intact 
skeleton was found inside, cov- 
ered in eleven layers of silk cloth- 
ing, with a necklace, headgear, 
bracelets, rings, earrings, bells 
around the ankles, and a walk- 
ing stick. 

City ruins of the Yuan Dynasty 
in Jining 

The ruins of an ancient city 
of the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) 
were unearthed last year in Jin- 
ing, Inner Mongolia. 

The square city is 940 meters 
long from south to north and 640 
meters wide from west to east. 
A grid of roads divides the city 
into 31 blocks. Unearthed relics 
include over 200 well-preserved 
porcelains, almost 900 pieces of 
pottery, 10 pieces of gold and sil- 
ver ware and 350 bronze wares. 

The discovery provides signif- 
icant materials for the study of 
city planning, the economy and 
culture of the Yuan Dynasty. 

Jin Dynasty tomb beside Xiyan 
Pool 

The discovery was made right 
next to the Xiyan (ink-slab wash- 
ing) Pool of “Calligraphy Saint” 
Wang Xizhi’s former residence 
last May. 

The two brick tombs are 
the largest and best preserved 
Han (206 BC-220 AD) and Jin 
(265-420 AD) dynasty tombs dis- 
covered in Shandong. In the No. 
1 tomb, more than 250 sets of 
bronze, porcelain, lacquer, iron, 
jade and gold artifacts were 
found, some of which have been 
listed as first- or second-class 
national relics. The most famous 
find is an exquisitely detailed 
bronze artifact depicting a man 
riding a lion. 

North Sima gate of Zhaoling 
Mausoleum 

Excavations were carried out 
respectively in 2002 and 2003 at 
the North Sima Gate of the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907 AD) Zhaoling 
Mausoleum, on top of Mount Jiu- 
jun in Shaanxi Province. 

The ruins are distributed 
evenly along an east-west axis. 
They include house foundations, 
remains of inscribed stone pil- 
lars, engraved tomb epitaphs, 
rectangular bricks and various 
shaped tiles. One of the most sig- 
nificant relics unearthed is the 
stone engraving “Fourteen Chief- 
tains.” 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck: Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 
2 ^ 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony ; food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool,sour,sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper Sc Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB 1 8 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:659 1.7726 Fax:659 1 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

Mkiitz ]30[x3^=3T=lbS& 8 

AM — M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME Sc BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie,Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 



-Mb - 5 T- F«S» ess 

BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FFJ LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20 ‘Go off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 10)68843 3 88-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

( 1 OO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

:CO 1 0)68843 388-7 1 8/620 ( IY ; DiL/3 F 
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By Iris Miao 

I n the enormous drive to build 
the capital into a “modern 
metropolis,” particularly as 
related to the 2008 Olympics, 
a virtual who’s who from the 
international architecture field 
has been commissioned to create 
high-profile buildings destined to 
stand as modern landmarks in 
Beijing. 

French architect Paul Andreu 
drafted the egg-shaped National 
Theatre near Tian’anmen Square, 
Brit Lord Foster got the contract 
to design the new, $ 1.9-billion ter- 
minal at Capital International 
Airport, the $460-million Olym- 
pic Stadium job went to ar- 
chitects Jacques Herzog and 
Pierre de Meuron of Switzerland 
and Dutchman Rem Koolhaas is 
the man behind the plans for 
the impressive, over-230-meter- 
tall twisting China Central Tele- 
vision skyscraper. 

So, it is about time that Amer- 
ican Frank Gehry, one of the 
few true household names in 
the world of architecture, finally 
made an local appearance, at 
least in some sense. 

While the famed planner of 
the Spanish Guggenheim Muse- 
um Bilbao is not here in body, 
over 100 of his draft designs 
and 15 finely-rendered models 
of buildings designed by Gehry 
and five other American archi- 
tects are currently on display in 
the show Driving the Skyline at 
the Millennium Art Museum. 

The exhibit opened April 8 
and runs through May 7. 

Rarely are architectural 
shows half as exciting as build- 
ings themselves, but care has 
been taken to give this event a 
sense of rhythm, immediacy and 
import. Curator Chen Yang said, 
“the point of the show is to raise 
the topic of architecture,” in a 
wider cultural context. 
Adaptation 

Beijing is the latest stop in 
the show’s Asian tour, which has 
already taken it to Taiwan, Sin- 
gapore, Macao and Guangzhou 
since 2002. All the exhibitions 
have featured architects Gehry, 
Frederick Fisher and Eric Own 
Moss as well as firms Koning Ei- 
zenberg and Morphosis, founded 
by Thom Mayne and Michael Ro- 
tondi, but each incarnation has 
been different, as the show was 
deliberately designed to be flexi- 
ble and adaptable to the local de- 
mands of each venue. 

The initial exhibition was or- 
ganized by prominent American 
architecture critic Leon Whiteson 
and held in Taiwan and Singapore 
with a focus on how to transform 
simple and plain materials into 
refined designs in ordinary resi- 
dences. When the exhibition ar- 
rived at the Guangdong Museum 
of Art in Guangzhou last Sep- 
tember, it was renamed Decon- 
struction Space and the theme 



Frederick Fisher, Caplin House, Venice, California, Model, 1978 


Building Beliefs 


New show brings works of Frank Gehry and 
five California designers to capital 



Frank Gehry, Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, Bilbao, Spain, Photograph, 


1997 



Eric Owen Moss, Green Umbrella, Culver City, California, Photograph, 
1990 


was architecture’s role in the post- 
modern deconstructionist ethic of 
the 1980s. 

The concept of the local show 
has changed to the tune of the 
Olympics, addressing the tasks of 
planning a “green Games,” and the 
role a single building can have in 
rejuvenating an entire city. 

“Architecture has become such 
an important art form that it de- 
serves the attention of museums 
and it is more and more becom- 
ing a topic not only for today’s 
art scene but for our daily life. 
It is almost impossible to find 
scenes from daily life anymore 
that do not contain scaffolding,” 
noted Wang Yudong, curator at 
the Millennium Art Museum. 

“What we are striving for is 
a discussion of cityscapes. With 
the 2008 Olympic Games ap- 
proaching, over 60 venues will 
be open to designers from all 
over the world,” Wang contin- 
ued, “and it would be pathetic 
if Beijing became merely a play- 
ground for international archi- 
tects.” 

That comment was clearly di- 
rected straight at an article in 
the Economist magazine entitled 
“Cultural Revolution” that said, 
“China is the new playground of 
the world’s civic dreamers.” The 
report also covered numerous lo- 


cal disputes and media flare-ups 
regarding the hiring of foreign 
architects to design landmark 
structures in Beijing. 

Curator Chen said, “The fo- 
cus is not really on the indi- 
vidual architects involved, but 
on evoking a larger topic of great- 
er cultural significance. Today, 
philosophy underpins the way 
people think about architecture. 
Architecture has become the bat- 
tle, the philosophy of our time.” 
Adding life 

To breathe life into the static 
exhibits, the museum introduced 
a few multimedia features. A 
large monitor runs a 20-minute 
interview with Gehry on con- 
stant loop, while the whole show 
area is softly filled with challeng- 
ing background music composed 
by Kenneth Fields, professor of 
media arts and computer music 
at the Chinese Central Conser- 
vatory of Music. It consists of 
sounds such as the ring of con- 
struction, the whoosh of a moving 
subway and voices from urban 
life around the world. Sound sam- 
ples were collected in the field in 
Beijing, India, Cuba, Spain and 
other places, including the famil- 
iar local peddler cry of “Wan Bao, 
Wan Bao” for the Beijing Evening 
News. The orchestrated flurry of 
noise is intended to provoke the 
audience’s imagination and help 
extend the visual journey into 
the audio realm. 

Throughout the show’s run, 
the film Cities in the Movies is 
being shown on weekends and 
every Saturday afternoon orga- 
nized bus tours starting at the 
museum’s southwest gate trans- 
port visitors around the city to 
look at interesting new struc- 
tures. 

This Saturday, another event 
related to the show, an open fo- 
rum with experts in the fields of 
city planning and architecture, will 
tackle the topic ‘When a Building 
Rescues a City - Architectural De- 
signs versus Cityscapes.” 

A true pioneer 

Frank O. Gehry, certainly the 
best known of the six architects 
highlighted in Driving the Sky- 


line, has been a direct influence 
on some of them, as their careers 
started in his studio, and an inspi- 
ration to all. 

In 1989, at the age of 60, he 
was awarded the Pritzker Archi- 
tecture Prize Laureate. At the 
time, Pulitzer Prize winner and 
famed architecture critic Ada 
Louise Huxtable noted of Gehry: 
“He combines building elements 
on a site in a way that is not only 
intriguingly sculptural but also 
innovatively contextual, wheth- 
er it is the small gem of a law 
school at Loyola University in 
Los Angeles, an ambitious Amer- 
ican cultural center in Paris, or 
a commercial complex that sud- 
denly sparks a humdrum block. 
What may look like arbitrary, 
and to some, off-putting, abstract 
geometry outside reveals itself 
inside as a series of unusual and 
inviting relationships achieved 
through a thoughtful analysis of 
in terms of a multidimensional 
concept of sensuously orchestrat- 
ed space.” 

Asked whether Gehry has in- 
fluenced Chinese architects, Zhou 
Rong, associate professor of Tsin- 
ghua University, replied, “Gehry 
designs could not be created here 
under present circumstances. Chi- 
na is simply not ready for him.” 

Yet Zhou also noted that a 
near duplicate of a Gehry design 
for a fish-shaped restaurant in 
Yokohama, Japan had been built 
near the Presidential Palace in 
Nanjing, Jiangsu Province. “It’s a 
shame that most people are only 
concerned with the look of his 
designs, not the philosophies be- 
hind them,” he said. 

“Good architecture can be a 
small miracle rescuing us from 
the desertified plains of modern 
cities. Just look at the impact 
the Guggenheim Bilbao has had 
on that city and even on the 
worldwide craze for constructing 
new museums,” said Zhou. “That 
could be Gehry’s biggest contri- 
bution. If Jacques Herzog has 
been recruited to design a build- 
ing in Beijing, it is only a matter 
of time before the city gets its 
first Gehry.” 
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BeiJing Jia Yu Hua Decoration Co., Ltd 

Jfe *1811806! 

fciS: (OIO) 8455 2536 <***#> 64678822-1806 
ft*: (OIO) 8455 2530 

Add:Room 1806,8F,Guangming Plaza, Liangmaqiao Road, 
Chaoyang, Beijing, China 

Tel: (010 ) 8455 2536 csns^s) 64678822-1806 
FAX: (010)8455 2530 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 1391 04 19797 


r WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:( 61 0)671 51 166 ext. 3005/3006 
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Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
^sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 

2 . favourable price : RM B3 -4y uan/ sq uaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable pricerRMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dai I yn e wspaper&Magazi ne Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(l 7:30- 1 8:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD :No . 22 J ianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 




OTo South ofLanDao building, it’ snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities,Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 
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BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from *1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1 600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
fro m $50 0/m o nth. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IDF) app 1 i anc e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Transportation : convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services : Receptionist(Eobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22oo P er month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: 1 oo%:De P artment 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning,Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Min or Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

Tra 7 k J3E 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street,Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersCbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASkiny rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: Supplied nodes 11)19 lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators 1 I VAC ’ System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities,Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:S5275696-608 
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this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 . foreign cases . maritime . finance , bond . important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations ; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL: 86- 1 0-8352121 8 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 


Australian FUm 


By Yu Shanshan 

I f American movies are too com- 
mercial and those from Europe 
too philosophical, a dose of Aus- 
tralian film might be just the anti- 
dote. Beijing’s first Australian film 
festival, featuring 10 award-win- 
ning recent films, will be held at 
Oriental Plaza Cinema from April 
28 to May 9. 

The ten films to be screened in- 
clude Dirty Deeds , Looking for Al- 
ibrandi , The Dish , Lantana , The 
Man Who Sued God , Siam Sunset 
and Two Hands. 

“In contrast to US movies that 
must cater to all people’s tastes and 
French movies that are always led 
by some philosophic meanings, Aus- 
tralian films are more direct, in- 
teresting and simpler in telling a 
story,” said Darlene Lee, an Ameri- 
can artist and fan of Australian film 
living in Beijing. 

Australian ambassador to Chi- 
na, Dr. Alan Thomas, said at a press 
conference Wednesday at Oriental 
Plaza that the Festival will show- 
case some of Australia’s best acting 
talent, such as Bryan Brown and 
Sam Neill, rising stars in Hollywood 
such as Heath Ledger and Oscar 
nominee Naomi Watts. 

“Australia has a vibrant and inno- 
vative film industry, which I believe 
will satisfy the Chinese audience and 
let them have a clearer picture of our 
country,” said Thomas. 
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Matt LeBlanc 


died in a fire at his home. Yo- 
koyama, 69, was found un- 
conscious in bed with severe 
burns early Thursday, police 
said. He died 16 hours later 
at a hospital near his home. 
The fire was suspected to 
have been caused by a ciga- 
rette he left at his bedside, 
police said. Yokoyama, a 
Kobe native, made his profes- 
sional debut in 1955. He was 
inspired by the late Osamu 
Tezuka, Japan’s best known 
and most creative “manga” 
cartoonist known for his As- 
tro Boy series. (AFP) 

Spin-off Likely to Take 
Friends Slot 

NBC is 
very likely 
to give 
Matt LeB- 
lane’s 
spin-off se- 
ries, Joey, 
the same 
Thursday 
at 8 pm 
Eastern 
time slot that Friends is va- 
cating at the end of this sea- 
son, an NBC executive who 
spoke on condition of an- 
onymity said. The spin-off 
features LeBlanc’s charac- 
ter, Joey Tribbiani, moving to 
Hollywood to further his act- 
ing career. He moves in with 
a brainy 20-year-old neph- 
ew who’s a rocket scientist. 
Drea de Matteo, who plays 
Adriana la Cerva on The 
Sopranos, has signed on to 
play Gina, Joey’s high-strung 
sister. Kevin Bright, Shana 
Goldberg-Meehan and Scott 
Silveri - who were part of the 
creative team behind Friends 
- are working on Joey and 
the new series is expected to 
share its comic sensibility. 

(AP) 

Streisand’s 60th Album 
Goes Platinum 

Barbra 
Streisand’s 
60th al- 
bum, The 
Movie Al- 
bum, has 
been certi- 
fied plati- 
num by the 
Recording 
Industry 
Association BarjraStreisand 

of America, her publicist 
said. It is Streisand’s 30th 
album to gain that distinc- 
tion, according to a state- 
ment Friday from Guttman 
Associates. Platinum means 
more than 1 million copies 
have been sold. The album, 
released by Columbia, in- 
cludes 12 recordings backed 
by full orchestra. (AP) 
(Edited by Yu Shanshan) 


IWD CPtotels Investments) Limited] 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Fisted New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Feasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Ba 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 


Rock Review 


Dou Wei 

By Wang Yao 

Dou Wei is almost as famous 
in China for being a foundping 
member of Black Panther as he 
is for divorcing pop star Faye 
Wong. He has also had a rela- 
tively successful, if idiosyncrat- 
ic, solo career that has ranged 
from rock to ambient to verging 
on classical. 

His 1999 album, Hallucina- 
tion, featuring The Face gui- 


tarist Ou Ge, was heavily 
influenced by the ambient re- 
cordings of Brian Eno and Coc- 
teau Twins. It was followed by 
200 l’s Jing Hua Yuan, featur- 
ing his E band. 

In recent years, Dou Wei has 
worked with a number of bands, 
including E, Buyiding and Fm3. 
He consistently explores new di- 
rections, sometimes at a more 
leisurely pace than his fans 
might wish, and is one of those 
artists who always seems to be 
looking forward, without giving 
any further thought to where 
he has been. 


WORLDWIDE 


By Jiang Haoshu 

Ghost in the shell: Stand alone complex 

Ghost in the Shell, a story first created 
by Japanese animationist Mamoru Oshii 
in 1995, is widely held as the precursor of 
The Matrix both in theme and technique. 
As the third part of the TV series Ghost 
in the Shell, Stand Alone Complex was re- 
leased in 2002 and still remains popular 
worldwide. This set contains nine DVDs 
with 26 episodes. Japanese with Chinese 
subtitles. (DVD 5) 

Master and Commander-The Far Side of 
the World 

Directed by Peter Weir and starring Rus- 
sell Crowe, Master and Commander was 
nominated for several Academy Awards 
this year, losing out on almost every oc- 
casion to Lord of the Rings. Highlights of 
this deluxe double DVD9 version include 
a 68-minute documentary The Hundred 
Days and six Deleted Scenes, as well as a 
beautifully-printed old-style map marking 
the routes of the sea battle and a 28-page 
colored booklet of historical records and 
the making of the film. (DVD 9) 

A Selection of Ingmar Bergman 

A tribute to the great Swedish director, 
this collection includes five of his master- 
pieces: Persona, Hour of the Wolf, Shame, 
The Passion of Anna, The Serpent's Egg, 
plus a two-hour documentary The Ingmar 
Bergman Collection. Original language, 
Chinese, English, French and Spanish 
subtitles. (DVD 5) 


Beckham Confesses to 
Wife Victoria 

David 
Beckham 
has con- 
fessed to 
wife Victo- 
ria Beck- 
ham that Victoria and David 
reports of Beckham 
his extra- 
marital affair with Rebecca 
Loos are true, and has plead- 
ed with her to give their mar- 
riage a second chance. The 
Real Madrid star apparently 
confessed to his singer spouse 
in a phone call on April 8 that 
he had slept with Loos and 
sent her a series of highly sex- 
ual text messages. Close pals 
say the former Spice Girl is so 
hurt by her husband’s revela- 
tions, she has scrapped plans 
to be interviewed by British 
TV legend Michael Parkinson, 
and has jetted back to Eng- 
land alone to celebrate her 
30th birthday today. (IMDB) 
Deneuve’s Diaries Get 
Mixed Reviews 

French 
movie icon 
Catherine 
Deneuve’s 
diaries, 
which 
span near- 
ly 40 years 

of her act- n ., ^ 

Catherine Deneuve 
mg career, 

are to be published for the 
first time next week amid 
mixed reviews from the 
French press. In the Shad- 
ow of Myself is a collection 
of the 60-year old’s personal 
thoughts, which she kept in a 
diary while filming six of her 
movies including The April 
Fools, Indochine and Dancer 
in the Dark. Deneuve, who 
has been known to keep her 
private life secret, said in an 
interview with the weekly Le 
Nouvel Observateur that she 
never expected her diary en- 
tries to be published while 
writing them. But a reviewer 
in the French daily Le Figaro 
on Thursday trashed the ac- 
tress’s literary attempt. The 
critic said the book “shatters 
the legend” of an actress oth- 
erwise thought to have intel- 
ligence, culture and finesse. 
It says the book chronicles 
the work, travel, thoughts 
and daily chores of the star, 
which, as it turns out, are not 
very exciting. In the Shadow 
of Myself was published by 
Stock on April 2 1 . (AFP) 
Ironman 28 Cartoonist 
Yokoyama Dies in Fire 

Japanese manga cartoon- 
ist Mitsuteru Yokoyama, cre- 
ator of the Ironman 28 and 
Little Witch Sally characters, 
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Java 

Gear 


By Chen Si 

I t can be a challenge sometimes 
to find a truly satisfying cup of 
coffee in the capital. But just one 
shopping session at Coffee Style in 
Xizhimen is enough to negate the need 
to venture any further than the comfort 
of home. 

The shop specializes in high-quality 
equipment for preparing top-notch 
coffee, from beans and grinders to pots 
and espresso makers. 

Traditional mocha pots harness the 
power of steam to make fine espresso 
on average stovetops. Coffee Style offers 
such pots in aluminum 

I and stainless steel from 
European brands like 
VEV and Bialetti, priced 
from 300 yuan to 1,800 
yuan. 

The top-of-the-line 
“Archimedes” pot 
whistles when the water 
inside boils and is made 
of shiny stainless steel 
with an embossed star 
design. The aluminum 
“Brikka” pot (650 yuan) 
i is capable of generating 
excellent crema , the thin, 
golden froth that floats on the surface of 
quality espresso. 

Another option are siphon pots, 
also known as vacuum makers, glass 
contraptions that look straight from a 
mad scientist’s lab. They use the magic 
of suction to produce delicious, fragrant 
coffee in a process that is very cool to 
watch. The vacuum makers on offer are 
from Japan and cost around 400 yuan. 

True java heads should pick up 
a coffee grinder, allowing beans to 
be ground just before brewing for 
maximum flavor. Why buy such 
equipment and not indulge in fine 
beans, like the “Julins Meinl 1862” 
blend (150 yuan) from Austria? All 
kinds of other coffee-themed items, 
from cups to stirrers to coffee table 
books, are also on offer. 

Where: No. 62 Xizhimen Neidajie, 
Xicheng Open: 10 am - 8:30 pm Tel: 
6612 0097 



Coffee grinders (above, at top and at right) 


Exotic Temptation 

By Lu Pinrou 

Shoppers with sweet teeth should follow 
their noses to Bee-House, a compact candy 
shop near Wangfujing. 

The store offers nearly 100 kinds of sweets, 
snacks and preserved fruits from all over 
the world, but with particular emphasis on 
distinctly Asian treats. Prices average around 
15 per 100 grams. 

The jars of temptation are divided into 
flavor categories, such as sour, sweet, salty and 
spicy, and staff are on hand to guide shoppers 
in making satisfying choices. 

Candy options hail from many well-known 
Asian brands. There’s Fujiya Peko, Indonesian 
Fox’s Crystal in four flavors (mint, orange, 
blackcurrant and strawberry) and lots of 
harder to find products like durian and coconut 
candies and betel nut string. 

Two popular treats these days are king- 
sized plums and plums soaked in strawberry 
juice, both shipped in from Taiwan and priced 


at 13 yuan per 100 grams, and marshmallows 
with silky coconut imported from Belgium and 
tagged at only 5 yuan per 100 gram serving. 

The savory snack selection is full of 
international surprises, such as shrimp chips 
with silky pork, flossy pork egg rolls and rice 
crackers with pork (all priced at 28 yuan per 
basic serving) from Thailand and wasabi beans, 
dried seafood and crackers hailing from Japan. 

Where: No. 134 Dongsi Nandajie, near 
Dengshi Xikou, Dongcheng Open: 9 am- 9 pm 
Tel: 6527 5872 



By Sun Ling 

In an era when 
anything you could 
want is on sale 
somewhere, little is 
more romantic or 
meaningful than giving 
that someone special 
something you made 
yourself. One place 
that allows even people 
with two right thumbs 
to do so is the Oulufeng 
Cross Stitch store, a specialist in fun, do-it-yourself cross 
stitch products. 

This small store is loaded with cross stitch patterns 
and paraphernalia. Many items are framed and hung 
on the wall, but a careful look through the shop shows 
that cross stitch can be applied to all kinds of things, 
from cardholders and purses to pillowcases, slippers and 
clothes. Prices of ready-to-stitch pieces vary according to 
size and complexity, ranging from 20 to 500 yuan, while 
finished works fetch considerably more. 

One intriguing work is a portrait of a man, so detailed 
it looks like an oil painting. Yet it not nearly as hard 
to make as it looks. Actually, it represents the store’s 
personalized portrait service - give them a picture, and 
they will send it to France to be converted into a 
precise pattern, leaving the stitching to the consumer. 
The process takes about one month and costs 260 yuan. 

The store stocks everything a dedicated cross stitcher 
could need, from basic patterns to more than 500 kinds 
of thread, normal and shiny, in a tremendous rainbow of 
colors and all imported from France. 

Best of all, under the staff’s attentive help, a pure 
klutz can be cross stitching away in under 10 minutes. 
No longer are there any excuses to not give truly 
personalized gifts. 

Where: No. 131 Longfusi Jie, Dongcheng Open: 8:30 
am - 9 pm Tel: 6407 3698 


DIY Treasures 
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Puffing Pipeline 



Dunhill Shell pipes, 3098 yuan each 


By Jiang Yongzhu 

Pipe smokers 
unsure where to get 
supplies need look no 
further than their 
computers thanks to 
online store 
Cnsmokeshop.com, 
which sells all kinds 
of pipes, tobacco and 
other smoking 
necessities from such 
top brands as Dunhill, 

Falcon and Nording. 

The pipes from 
century-old English 

maker Dunhill are particularly impressive, each one 
made through more than 100 processes. Shell series 
pipes (3,098 yuan) have U-shaped sandblasted bowls in 
black or red and two-knuckle bamboo extensions. 

Falcon brand pipes can be easily broken down into 
different parts for easier storage and go to great lengths 
to provide comfortable cooling of smoke. Pipes in the 
company’s standard series have carefully-sized central 
plugs and strong aluminum cooling tubes to provide 
just the right amount of chilled smoke through. These 
light, attractive items cost 468 yuan and come in a rage 
of styles. 

Other parts of the site offer all kinds of smoking 
necessities and accessories, from pipe bags to cleaning kits. 
Bags made of artificial or real fur come with room to store 
up to three pipes and fetch 58 yuan to 1,868 yuan. The 
online store is currently running a promotion on three-in- 
one cleaning kits, and the important tools are priced to be 
affordable to all smokers at 12 yuan to 32 yuan. 
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I 11 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING CO., LTD. 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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BUSINESS AGENT 



Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile:1 30011 68744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 
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PRE-MEDIA 


A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 
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\ MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 




♦ we’re looking forward to foreign association for= 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 

♦ Trademark introduction; 

♦ Marketing promotion and management; 

♦ Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 

Tel: 139111 9521 9 


Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 010-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building,No.l7 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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T here are many 
kinds of mushrooms 
easily available in local 
markets, some of which 
would be considered 
quite exotic in the West. 
At the same time, some 
mushroom varieties 
familiar in Europe and 
the US are not available 
here, such as the giant 
portabello. Below is a 
short guide to 
navigating the fungal 
options in the city: 


By Joel Kirkhart 

P assionate appetites for 

mushrooms, particularly wildly 
varieties, can be literally 
dangerous, as eight people in a village 
in Anhui Province can attest. Xinhua 
reported Tuesday that the eight had to 
be hospitalized after picking and eating 
what turned out to be poisonous fungus. 

“An expert with the provincial health 
department said that people cannot 
judge whether a mushroom is poisonous 
with just the naked eye or previous 


experience and warned local residents, 
particularly mushroom lovers, against 
picking and eating wild mushrooms,” the 
Xinhua report concluded. 

Fortunately, feasting on delicious 
fungi is a much safer prospect here in 
the capital and variety is by no means 
limited. China is, after all, the world’s 
biggest mushroom producer, and even 
small local markets are bound to stock a 
few different kinds of mushrooms. 

Chinese cooks’ careful attention to 
texture in foods is certainly a central 


factor in the widespread use of 
mushrooms in native cuisine. Another 
is their wonderfully diverse flavors, 
lending them to all kinds of cooking 
treatments. 

When preparing to cook mushrooms 
at home, always start with the best 
quality fungus available for maximum 
flavor and nutrition. Make sure the 
shrooms are fresh, intact, well colored 
and have a wholesome, earthy smell. 

Because mushrooms tend to soak up 
water, and waterlogged mushrooms have 


diminished flavor, washing them can be 
tricky. One good way to clean a shroom 
is simply to wipe it with a wet sponge or 
washcloth and then pat it dry. 

Dried mushrooms are very popular in 
China, and while easy to use, careful 
selection still pays off. To reconstitute 
dried fungi, rinse them quickly to 
remove any grit and then soak them in 
enough hot water to cover for at least 15 
to 20 minutes. Save the soaking liquid 
to use in place of stock to add flavor to 
dishes and sauces. 


Fungal options in the city 


Photos by Joel Kirkhart 


Xianggu or donggu - 

while not exactly the same, 
these are both known in 
English as the shiitake 
mushroom, a fixture in 
cuisines all over East Asia and 
the second-most cultivated 
mushroom in the world. They 
come in different grades and 
qualities, with the cracked top 
kind (called huagu ) among the 
most highly prized. 

Shiitakes’ meaty texture 
and ability to absorb flavor 
while giving off their own 
exquisite essence means they 
can literally be cooked with 
nearly anything. One easy 
way to prepare dried shiitakes 
is to cook them with a bit of 
water and some soy sauce to 
make rich mushroom bullion. 
Then add a hit of cream to 
taste and you have a fantastic, 
easy pasta sauce. 



Mu’er - Wood ear 
mushrooms are a type of 
jelly fungus, most commonly 
sold dried but also available 
fresh. These fungi are beloved 
in China for their crunchy 
texture more than their mild 
taste and traditional Chinese 
medicine holds they are “good 
for health,” particularly the 
respiratory and circulatory 
systems. 

Dried wood ears require 
soaking, after which they will 
quadruple or more in size. 
They cook very quickly and go 
well in soups, but should be 
added only at the last minute 
to protect their coveted 
texture and mellow taste. 


Pinggu - known to the 
West as oyster mushrooms, 
these normally come out in 


fall but are cultivated and 
available in Beijing year- 
round. They are naturals for 
sauteing or stir-frying as their 
thin caps cook quickly. That 
also means they should be 
added towards the end of 
dishes. Fried in a bit of 
butter or oil, they emit a 
soothing, slightly sweet flavor 
that enriches sauces and is 
a good foil for mild foods 
like chicken or fish. They also 
go great in hotpot, absorbing 
flavor while retaining texture. 



Jinzhengu - literally 
translated as “golden needle 
mushrooms” (the term used on 
most local menus), these mild 
mushrooms are probably best 
known outside of China by 
their Japanese name, enoki. 

When buying fresh enokis, 
make sure they are firm and 
smooth, not slimy or soft. 
Before cooking, cut off the 
lower centimeter and bottom 
growth of the mushrooms, 
as those sections tend to be 
fibrous and not too tasty. 

They are a fine addition to 
soups when tossed in at the 
last minute and go great in 
salads and cold dishes, such 
as the common restaurant 
offering ban jinzhengu , cold 
enokis with cucumber shreds 
and sesame oil. 

Or, try the following 
elegant, easy dish based on 
the unexpectedly delicious 
match of enoki mushrooms 
and shrimp. 


Recipe: Shrimp Stir- 
fried with Jinzhengu 

500 grams fresh shrimp, 
heads removed, peeled and 
deveined 

500 grams jinzhengu , 
rinsed, bottoms removed 

4 cloves garlic, sliced thin 

1 tbsp vegetable oil 

Heat oil in a wok or sautee 
pan until hot. Toss in garlic 
and cook until fragrant and 
just starting to darken. Add 
shrimp and cook 30 seconds 
until starting to turn pink, 
then add mushrooms and cook 
90 seconds more until shrimp 
are done, mushrooms are soft 
and both have given off liquid. 

Serves two with another 
dish. 

Caogu - straw 
mushrooms, which have a 
texture both firm and slimy, 
are popular in southern 
Chinese and Southeast Asian 
cooking, turning up in 
Thailand’s famous tom yam 
gong soup, for example. 
Around Beijing they are hard 
to find fresh and available 
only in canned form. 



Exotics - There are 


countless more kinds of edible 
mushrooms grown in China, 
many from the remote 
mountains of Yunnan and other 
southwest provinces. Worth 
checking out are jituigu , known 
as shaggy mane mushrooms in 
the West, that have a thick, 
meaty texture, and smaller 
xietougu and chaxingu. A few 
stores in town even stock dried 
wild European mushrooms, 
such as chanterelles and morels, 
though prices can be steep. 


Crabs for the Masses 


By Sarah Bai 

Spicy crabs, or xiangla xie, may have passed its 
golden days as Beijing’s hippest summer food, but 
that does not mean the city has lost its love of the 
Sichuan delicacy, as attested by the crowds inside 
the Xie Lao Song restaurant on the North Third 
Ring Road every night. 

The specialty of the house is the xiangla xie , 
but there are other options, such as spicy shrimp 
(. xiangla xia ), spicy ribs {xiangla paigu), and for the 
very brave, a bowlful of ox penis ( bawang niubian 
guo ). Most of these are served in the same way, 
fried in spices in a big pot set in the middle of the 
table. Once the main items are gone, the waitstaff 
come and pour broth into the pot to turn it into 
tasty, unsual hot pot. 

The spicy crabs at Xie Lao Song are not to 
be missed. A single order, costing 48 yuan, is 
enough to easily feed two. The crabs are stra- 
tegically cut to ease access to the meat and fla- 
vored with a distinct mix of spices that includes 
hints of cumin and even cinnamon. The crabs 
are spicy, but not prohibitively so and can be or- 
dered according to heat tolerance. 

When it is time to shift to hot pot, there is an 
extensive range of dunkable ingredients at sur- 
prisingly low prices. There are several types of 
mushrooms, from standard xianggu to exotic ni- 
uganjun (a bit slimy...), all priced under 10 yuan 
for a large serving, green vegetables, noodles, lo- 
tus root and meat, from basic rolls of frozen lamb 


to thick-cut beef (nen niurou) that is very tender. 
Thanks to the spice paste remaining in the bowl 
and other tasty ingredients, the basic broth is full 
of flavor, negating the need for dipping sauce. 

Things tend to get hot, so it’s a good idea to or- 
der a couple of the restaurant’s cooling sides, such 
as crushed cucumber with garlic or a big salad of 
mixed greens {liangban tianyuan shucai). 

By putting the emphasis on food over flash, Xie 
Lao Song succeeds in drawing animated, diverse 
nightly crowds, like those that used to collect at 
Ghost Street restaurants years ago. A true local in- 
stitution, this chain (there is another outlet in the 
Fangzhuang area) is a great place to feast on crabs 
and rub elbows with the “old hundred names.” 

Where: No. 34, Guangximen, Xibahe, south 
side of the North Third Ring Road, Chaoyang 
Open: 11 am - 2:30 pm, 5-10 pm Tel: 6432 8422 
Average cost: 40 yuan per person 


Bar Sans Bar 

By Ian Provan 

The one thing that just about 
every good, bad or indifferent bar 
has in common, is, well ... a bar. 
A visible bar, that is. 

It can be the main focus of the 
space, or it can be tucked away in 
one dimly lit corner. But generally, 
when you have lost the thread af- 
ter one or two too many tequila 
slammers, if a careful survey of the 
room finds a row or two of shiny, 
backlit liquor bottles, and someone 
standing in front of them polishing 
glasses or doing something with a 
lemon, you can safely assume you 
are (still) in a bar. 

Grey Stone is not one of those 
sorts of bars. Stylishly laid out 
with comfy chairs and smart, low 



Photo by Aily 


tables, it is clearly targeting a 
subset of the hip, young, upward- 
ly mobile crowd (the subset that 
tends not to indulge in one or two 
too many tequila slammers). 

There are four varieties of 
bubble teas on the menu, and 
coffee comes in pots for two or 
four, as well as individual drip 
filters, Vietnamese style. 

There is a small, but well-cho- 


sen selection of wines, ranging 
from 290 to 400 yuan, while a glass 
of house red or white is 25 yuan. 
The range of beers and spirits is 
unexceptional, as are the prices. 

A large photograph of a Has- 
selblad camera above the en- 
trance suggests that Grey Stone 
is, in fact, a bar-come-photo-gal- 
lery. The work currently adorn- 
ing the walls, however, is a fairly 
standard set of “scenic Tibet” pics 
(not shot with a Hasselblad, by 
the look of them). 

While much care has obvious- 
ly gone into the design and decor, 
what Grey Stone lacks is a sense 
of purpose, a focus. Perhaps a bar 
would help. 

Where: 2 Tuanjiehu Shangsi 
Lu, north side of Tuanjiehu Beik- 
ou intersection, Chaoyang Open: 
2 pm - 2 am Tel: 6586 2757 




Xiangla xie, or spicy crabs Photo by Aily 
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Where: B2M, Dongheyan 
Xiaoqu, near the Lama Tem- 
ple When: April 26, 9 pm Ad- 
mission: free Tel: 6426 1091 

West Of the Tracks 
(Tie Xi Qu) 

Directed by Wang Bing. This 
moving documentary shot in 
digital video chronicles the dis- 
appearance of one of the most 
important industrial regions in 
China. Because it is nine hours 
long, it will be divided into 
three sections playing from Fri- 
day to Sunday. In Chinese with 
English subtitles. 

Where: Cherry Lane Mov- 
ies, 29 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang When: April 23-25, 
8 pm Admission: 50 yuan Tel: 
13901134745 

We are glad to receive 
your feedback. We will print 
employment, language 
exchange and 
accommodation info for 
individuals. Feel free to 
email us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2521 
By Guo Yuandan 


Yu Jiantao Solo Watercolor 
Exhibition 

Self-taught artist Yu Jiantao 
from Dalian, Liaoning Province 
gets his first solo exhibition. Yu’s 
works focus on real life objects, 
such as trees and ships. 

Where: Wanfung Art Gallery, 
136 Nanchizi Dajie, Dongcheng 
When: April 24-29, 10 am - 6 pm 
Admission: free Tel: 6523 3320 


China National Symphony 
Orchestra Concert 

Eric Lederhandler conducts the 
China National Symphony Or- 
chestra, with American soloist Wil- 
liam Wolfram, through a program 
that eludes Gioacchino Rossini’s 
La Cenerentola , Symphony No. 1 
by Beethoven and more. 

Where: China National Li- 
brary Concert Hall, Zhongguan- 
cun Nandajie, Haidian When: 
April 29, 7:30 pm Admission: 
30-380 yuan Tel: 8854 5501 
Sound of Music Symphony 
Orchestra 

The Sound of Music Sym- 
phony Orchestra from Salzberg, 
Austria performs the cream of 
Mozart’s works and excerpts from 
its namesake musical movie. 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 Dong- 
zhimen Nandajie When April 26, 
7 :30 pm Admission: 180-680 yuan 
Tel: 6506 5345 

Sandy Lam Solo Concert 

Taiwanese singer Sandy 
Lam, a popular star since her 
emergence in 1982, returns to 
the capital with her trademark 
love songs. 

Where: Capital Gymnasium, 
54 Baishiqiao Lu When: April 30, 
7:30 pm Admission: 180-1,000 
yuan Tel: 6833 5552 


TV and Radio Highlights 


CCTV-9 


Monday - Friday 


Around China 

6:30 am 

Documentary 

8:30 am 

Nature and Science 


Chinese Civilization 

11:30 am 

Cultural Express 

4:30 pm 

Shanghai Today and 


Chinese Civilization 

6 pm 

Center Stage 

7:30 pm 

Sports Scene and Learning 


Chinese 

11 pm 

Dialogue 

12:30 pm 

Saturday 


Travelogue 

9:30 am 

World Insight 

11:30 am 

Sunday 


China This Week 

9:30 am 

Business Guide 

11:00 am 

China Today 

11:30 am 

China Radio International 91.5 FM 

Monday - Friday 


Easy FM Afternoon 

2-7 pm 

Fun in Beijing 

5:05-5:30 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 

Saturday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Euro Hit 40 

12:05-1 pm 

Music Sans Frontiers 

6:05-8 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 

Sunday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Jazz Beat 

6:05-8 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 


The Soul Keeper 

Directed by Luigi Comen- 
cini, starring Iain Glen, Emil- 
ia Fox and Caroline Ducey. In 
1905, a 19-year-old Russian girl 
suffering from severe hysteria 
is admitted into a psychiatric 
hospital in Zurich. A young doc- 
tor, Carl Gustav Jung, takes 
her under his care and for 
the first time experiments with 
the psychoanalytical method of 
his teacher, Sigmund Freud. In 
Italian with English subtitles. 

Where: Italian Embassy, 
2 Dongerjie, Sanlitun When: 
April 29, 7 pm Admission: 
free Tel: 6532 2187 
The Crime of Father 
Amaro 

Directed by Carlos Carre- 
ra, starring Gael Garcia Ber- 
nal. Recently ordained a priest, 
24-year-old Father Amaro is 
sent to a small parish church 
in Mexico to assist the aging 
Father Benito. Upon his arriv- 
al, he meets Amelia, a beautiful 
16-year-old girl whose religious 


devotion becomes helplessly en- 
tangled in a growing attraction 
to the new priest. In Spanish 
with English subtitles 

Where: Cultural Office of 
Mexican Embassy, No. 5 Wu- 
jie, Sanlitun When: April 28, 
7:30 pm Tel: 6532 2244 


Fire Birds 

Directed by David Green, 
starring Nicolas Cage, Tommy 
Lee Jones, Sean Young and 
Bryan Kestner. In this forgot- 
ten Top Gun take-off, a squad 
of rookie Apache helicopter pi- 
lots in the US army take on 
the hired flying forces of an evil 
drug lord ... In English with 
Chinese subtitles. 


YPHH Spring Night 

A fantastic free event and ex- 
cuse to get out and enjoy drinks 
with friends on an open-air patio. 
The inside is also nicely decorated 
and a great snack menu will be 
offered. Prices of snacks and beer, 
mixed drinks, martinis and ab- 
sinthe will be specially slashed. 

Where: Alfa, Xinfuyicun, in 
the hutong opposite the North 
gate of Worker’s Stadium When: 
April 29, 7:30 pm Tel: 6413 0086 
Sand Swallow Kite Making 

Learn to make traditional sand 
swallow kites with Zhang Zeduan, 
a National Folk Kite Master. Sand 
swallow kites are study enough 
to hold up to Beijing’s windy 
spring and easy to fly. Complete in- 
struction will be provided on craft- 
ing and binding their complicated 
bamboo structures. English trans- 
lation provided. 

Where: Chinese Culture Club, 
No. 29 Anjialou, Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang When: Saturday, 
3-5 pm Admission: 80 yuan Tel: 
8462 2081 


Cats Coming 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Cats , 
the longest running Broadway 
musical ever, makes its Beijing 
debut on Tuesday. Based on 
Old Possum's Book of Practical 
Cats , a collection of poems by 
T.S. Eliot, the musical revolves 
around the antics of such feline 
characters as Old Deuterono- 
my, Jennyanydols, Mr. Mistof- 
felees, Rum Turn Tugger, and 
Grizabella, who sings the hit 
song Memory before ascending 
to feline heaven. 

Where: Great Hall of The Peo- 
ple, Tian’anmen Square When: 
April 27 - May 3, 2 pm and 7:30 
pm Admission: 180-1,680 yuan 
Tel: 8857 7030 
Cross Talk Performance 

In the traditional performance 
style called xiangsheng, or cross 
stalk, two or more actors engage 
in witty, rapid-fire comic dialog 
taken from everyday life. This 


Saturday night Bing Yong, 
AK-47, Twist Machine ( Niuqu De 
Jiqi ), Battle-axe ( Zhanfu ) and 
Ping Pong Party rawk. Camel, 
Broken Star ( Shuixing ), and Ae- 
gean Sea perform on Sunday 
night. 

Where: Get Lucky, No. 1 
Dongfang Qicaida Shijie, Laitai 
Jie, Chaoyang When: 9 pm Ad- 
mission: 30 yuan Tel: 8448 
3335 


Glorious Pharmacy 

Glorious Pharmacy ( Meihao 
Yaodian ) takes the stage Satur- 
day night. 

Where: Loup Chante, 

Chengfu Lu, Shiweiying When: 
Saturday, 9 pm Admission: 20 
yuan Tel: 6276 7355 


Zhang Zisheng Guqin Solo 
Concert 

The guqin is a 3,000-year-old 
Chinese musical instrument and 
Zhang Zisheng is one of its mas- 
ters. He is the deputy director of 
the Tianjin Guqin Association, the 
country’s first professional guqin 
teaching center, and one of the most 
promising players of his young gen- 
eration. The Beijing concert is the 
last stop of the national tour for his 
new CD, which features Zhang’s 
renditions of 10 classic tunes. 

Where: Jinfan Concert Hall, 
24 Wangfujing Street, south of 
Capital Theater, Dongcheng 
When: Sunday, 7 pm Admis- 
sion: 30 yuan, 50 yuan, 100 yuan 
Tel: 5861 2287 (Tickets must be 
booked, will not be sold at the 
Jinfan Concert Hall) 


Cold Mount 


ain 


Apqenti 

Swing 


The Argentine Dance 
King Tango Troupe will 
perform Tango Seduccion, 
which includes selections 
from songs and traditional 
dances of Argentina. They 
will be accompanied by 
the Argentine Tango 
Band, which consists of 
a grand piano, accordion, 
percussion, bass, cello, 
and violin. 

Where: Century 
Theatre, Liangmaqiao Lu 
When: April 29-30, 

7:30 pm 
Admission: 

280-880 yuan 
Tel: 6466 
0032 


show will feature actors Su Wen- 
mao, Li Lishan, Li Boxiang, Li 
Jindou and Tang Jiezhong. 

Where: Nationality Cultural 
Palace Theatre, Xidan When: 
April 29-30, 7:30 pm Admission: 
180-480 yuan Tel: 6602 2530 
Northeastern Humor 

Actors from Jilin Province 
will give a performance of er 
ren zhuan, a traditional folk art 
form wildly popular in its native 
northeastern China that usual- 
ly consists of two people sing- 
ing, dancing and telling jokes in 
scenes that come straight from 
ordinary life. 

Where: Beizhan Theater, 135 
Xizhimenwai Dajie, Xicheng When: 
April 25-26, 7:30 pm Admission: 
50-500 yuan Tel: 6834 4384 


Kungfu Fightin’ 

The Songshan Shaolin Martial 
Arts Troupe will give a perfor- 
mance of super-human feats and 
amazing grace through Shaolin 
Gongfu, the famed school of Chi- 
nese martial arts developed at the 
Shaolin Monastery around 1,500 
years ago. 

Where: Beizhan Theater, 135 
Xizhimenwai Dajie, Xicheng 
When: Tonight and Saturday, 
7:30 pm Admission: 60-300 yuan 
Tel: 6834 4384 


Tibetan Songs and Dances 

Folk singers from the snowy 
plains of Tibet will put on a vocal 
concert including such pieces as 
Tibet Altiplano, Sheepherder, The 
Blessing from Jokul, The Hima- 
layas and more. 

Where: Nationality Cultural 
Palace Theatre, Xidan When: 
April 28, 7:30 pm Admission: 
80-480 yuan Tel: 6602 2530 


The Courtyard South of 
North Street 
(Beijie Nanyuan’r) 

This popular play, starring Pu 
Cunxin, Zhu Xu and Lu Zhong, 
returns to the stage. It tells the 
story of the changing relation- 
ships of two families who share 
a courtyard and are quarantined 
after a resident is suspected of 
being infected by SARS. 

Where: Capital Theatre, 22 
Wangfujing Street, Dongcheng 
When: April 28 - May 7, 7 :30 pm 
Admission: 80-280 yuan Tel: 
6524 9847 

Blessing from Xinjiang 

The Opera Ensemble of the 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Re- 
gion will present a variety show, 
the program of which will include 
dance, song and acting numbers 
such as Why Flowers Are So 


Red, The Night on the Grassland, 
Spring Wind Moves My Heart, In 
the Orchard, and Celebrations in 
the Festival. 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 

Dongzhimen Nandajie When: 
April 27-28, 7:30 pm Admission: 
80-500 yuan Tel: 6506 5345 

Swan Lake 

The world-renown Russian 
State Ballet Troupe performs the 
classic ballet to Tchaikovsky’s 
masterful score. 

Where: Beizhan Theater, 135 
Xizhimenwai Dajie, Xicheng When: 
April 28-29, 7:30 pm Admission: 
120-580 yuan Tel: 6834 4384 


Metal Music 


Directed by Anthony Minghella, star- 
ring Jude Law, Nicole Kidman and Re- 
nee Zellweger. In the waning days of the 
American Civil War, a wounded soldier 
embarks on a perilous journey back home 
to Cold Mountain, North Carolina to re- 
unite with his sweetheart. Based on the 
novel by Charles Frazier. In English with 
Chinese subtitles. 

Where: UME International Cineplex, 
(Huaxing Guoji Yingcheng), 44 Kex- 
ueyuan Nanlu, Shuangyushu, Haidian 
When: opens April 30 
Tel: 8211 2851 ^ 

A?, 


















APRIL 23, 2004 


7j 


PLAN 




1EUING TODAY 


E-mail: zhaopu@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHAO PU DESIGNER: LI SHI 





Residence of 
the ‘People’s 
Artist’ 


The five-colored wooden screen inside 
the gate 


By Zhang Ran 

Just off bustling Wangfujing Pedestri- 
an Street is the home of Lao She, one of 
China’s most renowned writers of mod- 
ern times. Now a museum dedicated to 
his memory, Lao She purchased the com- 
mon Beijing courtyard residence in 1950, 
where he lived and wrote for 16 years. 

In May 1984, the Beijing Municipal Peo- 
ple’s Government listed Lao She’s home as 
a protected cultural relic, and in July 1997, 
his family donated the courtyard and its 
contents to the city. After renovation car- 
ried out by the Cultural Relics Bureau, it 
opened to the public as the Lao She Mu- 
seum on February 1, 1999. 

Lao She (1899-1966) is one of Chi- 
na’s best known contemporary writers. 
Originally named Shu Qingchun, he was 
born into a poor Manchu family in Xiaoy- 
angjia Hutong in Beijing’s Xicheng Dis- 
trict. He is the author of novels such as 
Luotuo Xiangzi (Camel Xiangzi), Sishi 
Tongtang (Four Generations Under One 
Roof) and the plays Longxugou (Dragon 
Beard Ditch) and Chaguan (Tea House). 
In 1950, Lao She was awarded the title 
“People’s Artist” by the Beijing Munic- 
ipal People’s Government. During the 
Cultural Revolution, unable to bear the 
humiliation he was subjected to, he com- 
mitted suicide by throwing himself into 
Beijing’s Taiping Lake. 

The main gate of the courtyard faces 
east. Within the gate, there is a small 
courtyard with a gray brick screen wall 
and two rooms on the south side. These 
now serve as the museum’s administra- 
tive offices. Directly facing the inner gate 
is a five-colored wooden screen, behind 
which is a three-sided courtyard forming 
the main part of the residence. The build- 
ing on the north side is divided into three 
sections. The central part is the living 
room. The east wing is the bedroom and 
painting studio of Lao She’s wife, Hu Ji- 
eqing. Lao She used the west wing as his 
bedroom and study, describing it as the 
most peaceful place in the whole yard. 

In the spring of 1954, Lao She plant- 
ed two persimmon trees in the yard. In 
late autumn, these trees are laden with 
red persimmons, hence the name given 
by Hu Jieqing, “Red Persimmon Yard.” 

In Lao She’s living room, visitors can 
see Lao She’s furniture and belongings in 
their original order. On the hardwood desk 
inlaid with marble, sit his glasses, fountain 
pen, ink bottle, ash tray, reading lamp, ra- 
dio and desk calendar. The western wall of 
the room is hung with Lao She’s favorite 
calligraphy and paintings given to him by 
famous artists and friends. 

The east wing rooms contain an ex- 
hibition of valuable books, photographs, 
manuscripts and personal possessions. 
It is divided into six parts, according to 
different periods of Lao She’s life: Son of 
the plain Red Banner, School of Orien- 
tal and Africa Studies, Shandong Days, 
Hardship and Turmoil, Journey to Amer- 
ica and Red Persimmon Yard. 

Where: 19 Fengfu Hutong, Dengshik- 
ou Xijie, Dongcheng District 

Open: 9 am - 4 am, closed Mondays 

Admission: free 


Exhibition of Lao She’s books, photographs, 
manuscripts and personal possesions 
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Zixiaogong (Purple Clouds Palace) 


Pilgrimage 
to Wudang 


tracts many travellers to burn 
incense on it as a sign of their 
devotion. 

The Huanglongdong (Yel- 
low Dragon Cave) is a cave 
surrounded by Taoist temples 
and shrines on the way to 
Jinding (Golden Peak). It is 
cool and damp, and said to be 
an ideal spot for meditation. 

The final ascent to Jinding 
is a zigzag stone staircase 
of 212 steps carved into the 
mountain called Jiuliandeng 
(Nine Lotus Stairs). Standing 
on Jiuliandeng, the summit 
appears to be near at hand, 
and the mountains surround- 
ing Jinding all seem to lean in 
towards it. 

When finally arriving at 
the top, visitors go through 
a dark hall called Zhuanyun- 
dian (Changing the Fate Pal- 
ace). Taoists rap on a wooden 
fish, asking, “have you turned 
round?” The reply, “Yes, I 
have,” implies that their fate 
has changed. Upon stepping 
out of the dark hall, the con- 
trasting sunshine is said to 
symbolize the experience of 
nirvana and a new life ahead. 


Do’s and don’ts: 

Step over, not on the 
thresholds of Taoist temples. 

Do not point at or turn your 
back to statues of the gods. 

There is an old saying 
in China, “(Buddhist) monks 
don’t tell their names and Tao- 
ists don’t tell their age.” Do not 
ask the monks how old they 
are. 

If you go hiking on the 
mountain, find a local guide 
and do not stray too far from 
the main path. 


Tip: 

The best times to visit are 
spring and autumn. 


Getting there: 

Take a train to Wuhan and 
then transfer to the Wudang 
Mountain Tourists Train, or 
take the train from Beijing to 
Xiangfan and then transfer to 
Wudang. 

Alternatively, fly to Laohek- 
ou Airport at Xiangfan. China 
United flight CUA307 departs 
Beijing at 8 am Wednesdays 
(580 yuan). From Laohekou, it 
is 90 kilometers by bus to Wu- 
dang. 


In Wudang Temple, the 
bell and the drum strike out 
the time. Every morning, the 
monks get up at around 5 and 
assemble in the palace to read 
Taoist canons, to the accompa- 
niment of Taoist music, then 
do so again in the afternoon, 
also singing Taoist songs. At 
Zixiaogong, there are statues 
of gods and immortals on the 
altars, as well as sacred ob- 
jects and musical instruments. 
This is where the largest Tao- 
ist rite for the saving of the 
souls of the dead is performed. 

“You must be a good person 
before becoming a Taoist,” is 
the often-heard mantra at Wu- 
dang. Taoists should be com- 
passionate, loyal and faithful. 
Only by becoming a good per- 
son can one train oneself to be- 
come immortal, it is believed. 
Wudang kung fu 

Wudang kung fu enjoys 
great popularity, both in China 
and abroad. According to leg- 
end, Zhang Sanfeng, the origi- 
nator of Wudang quan (taiji) 
was inspired by a fight he wit- 
nessed between a pied magpie 
and a snake. Wudang quan ad- 
vocates the cultivation of mo- 
rality and fostering of nature 
in conjunction with physical 
training. 

The film Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon attracted stu- 
dents of kung fu travel from 
all over the world to study 
with the masters at Wudang. 
Visitors to Wudang, if they are 
lucky, will see masters practic- 
ing on the roofs of the halls 
and on the mountain. 

The Hall of Yuzhen is the 
cradle of Wudang kung fu. In 
1417, Emperor Zhudi decreed 
Wudang to be the “Grand Moun- 
tain” and ordered the construc- 
tion of the Hall of Yuzhen for 
Master Zhang Sanfeng. 

On January 19, 2003, a fire 
broke out in the hall, reducing 
the three rooms that covered 
200 square metres to ashes. 

A gold-plated statute of Zhang 
Sanfeng, which was usually 
housed in Yuzhengong, was 
moved to another building just 
before the fire, and so escaped 
destruction in the inferno. 
Spectacular natural scenery 

On top of Nanyan (South 
Rock) is a stone beam with a 
dragon carved on it protruding 
from above the cliff, which at- 


Hall of Yuzhen 
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By Wang Fang 

W udang Moun- 
tain, in the 
northwest of 
Hubei Prov- 
ince, is per- 
haps the best known of 
China’s Taoist holy mountains. 
It was listed by UNESCO as 
a World Cultural Heritage Site 
in 1994. 

The main tourist attrac- 
tions, spread over an area of 
300 square kilometers, com- 
pose a spectacular panorama 
of traditional Chinese land- 
scape painting. 

Known to locals as Taihe or 
Xuanyue, Wudang Mountain’s 
beautiful scenery of tranquil 
valleys juxtaposed with pre- 
cipitous peaks offers three 
main areas of interest to trav- 
ellers. 

Ancient Taoist temple 
complex 

The oldest structures date 
back to 1300, during the Tang 
Dynasty, and there are exam- 
ples of architecture from each 
subsequent dynasty; the Song, 
Yuan, Ming and Qing. 

There are altogether 72 
temples, 39 bridges, 36 nun- 
neries and 12 pavilions, a sta- 
tistic that gave rise to the old 
saying, “a nunnery every five 
miles and a palace every 
mile.” The oldest temple, Wul- 
ongci (Five Dragons Ancestral 
Temple) represents the com- 
mencement of the promotion 
of Taoism, hence Wudang is 
known as the cradle of Taoism. 
In 1413, Emperor Zhudi of the 
Ming Dynasty ordered 33 tem- 
ples to be built within ten 
years, representing the peak of 
its development. 

At twilight at Zixiaogong 
(Purple Clouds Palace), Taoist 
monks can be seen walking in 
the empty square in front of 
the palace. The master, Guo 
Gaoyi, a white whiskered and 
extremely healthy septuage- 
narian, suggests measures for 
preserving health, “Practising 
is to train ourselves and tak- 
ing care is to protect ourselves. 
There are three kinds of trea- 
sure in the universe; the sun, 
the moon and the stars. Hu- 
mans also have three kinds of 
treasure, the vigor, the breath 
and the spirit. It is important 
to know how to use them 
appropriately.” 



